
  

 

There’s a common business saying, “without vision, the people perish.”  It 
refers to the need for a strategic plan that defines who or what we are seeking 
to become so that everyone will work toward the same goals.  But actually, this saying isn’t 
only a wise business adage. It’s the King James Bible translation of Proverbs 29:18.  As a 
passage from Scripture, this saying tells us that we need prophecy and guidance from God, not just a strategic 
plan.  In our church setting, both the business and the scriptural perspectives are important.  We need to know 
who as a congregation are seeking to become, but we also need to be sure that whatever we do is a part of God’s 
bigger plan. 
 

Our Church Council recently approved a vision statement for the church, “Be workers for God who transform 
the lives of individuals, families, our community, and the world.”  This statement helps us see where we are 
headed.  First, it says that our faith practice is active.  We are more than just recipients of God’s Word and God’s 
grace, we are workers in God’s Kingdom.  Second, it says that our focus in the church is broad. Our concern 
extends from individuals to families to communities, and not just locally, but around the world.  Third, it says that 
our objective as workers for God is to transform lives. That may seem a little vague or a little too high of a mark to 
aim at, but in a church setting it’s actually pretty specific.  The transformation we seek is from non-believer to 
believer, from little or no faith, to deep faith, from searching for God to finding the love of God.  Our work is to 
help people come to know Christ so that they may be transformed to become more Christ-like in their living.    
 

It sounds like a big vision because it is big. And, it’s also scriptural.  2 Timothy 2:15 says, 
 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
explaining the word of truth. 

 

We have a vision to be workers for God, and we want to do it in such a way that God will say, “well done, good and 
faithful servant.”  We want to do it in a way that leaves us with no reason to make excuses or look at our work and 
be ashamed of its quality or quantity. 
 

This is a vision that will take each of us, and all of us together, a lifetime to pursue.  Unlike a business vision, it 
isn’t about numbers, or money, or about looking good by human standards. It’s all about knowing who our real 
boss is and seeking to be a good worker for that boss.  We have all been given different skills and gifts with which 
to pursue this work.  Some of us have the gift of hospitality and can invite and welcome new people easily, while 
others can talk easily about faith and teach.  Some are excellent listeners for people going through hard times, 
while others have musical gifts that help us focus our hearts in worship. All of these gifts, and more, are needed to 
help us live out this vision. 
 

When you get a moment this month, think about this vision statement and your role in it. As a worker for God, 
what further training do you need? How are your work habits? How in-touch are you with “the boss?”  These are 
all good questions that can shape our individual lives and profoundly affect our work together.  As always, I would 
be happy to talk to you about any questions, concerns, or ideas you have and I would especially enjoy helping you 
find your gifts and your place as a worker for God. 
 
In Christ, 

Musings from Mary  
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Minooka United Methodist 

Church 

205 West Church Street 

Minooka, IL  60447 

 

Worship Schedule 

9:00 & 10:45 am Sunday Service 

Sunday School 

Resumes September 11th  

Church Office Hours: 

Monday ~ Thursday 

8:30am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 - 12:00 pm 

Church Fax:  815-467-8210 

Church e-mail:  

mumc2322@aol.com 

Website: 

minookaumc.com 

Pastor 

Mary Zajac 

Home:  815-467-2949 

Email: 

pastormaryz@sbcglobal.net 

September 11th, Community Memorial 
Service 

 

Ten years have already passed since the tragic 
terrorist attack.  Our community Fire 

Departments, Police Departments, and churches 
are gathering together for a “Memorial Service”.  

This community event will be held at the 
Minooka Community High School at 2:00 pm on 
Sunday the 11th.  For more information you can 
contact Captain Marlin Hartman, Minooka Fire 

Department. 

 

 

 

Following this service, Minooka 
UMC along with Channahon UMC 
will have their annual “Fireman/
Policemen Appreciation Picnic”  
held out at Dollinger’s Farm.   What 
a perfect way to end this 
momentous day. 

 

September 4th Communion/Labor Day weekend 

September 11th 9 AM KICK –OFF SUNDAY 

 10:30 AM Sunday School Resumes 

 2 PM Community Service for 9-11 held 

  at Minooka Community High School 

 4PM Appreciation Picnic at Dollingers 

September 18th 8 ~ noon Fall Brunch for ASP 

  Lay Speaker 

 1:30PM Fall Soccer Sunday Kick-Off games 

September 25th  United Methodist Women Sunday 
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2011 FALL BRUNCH – Held in Church Annex 

 

Exciting plans for "The 2011 FALL Brunch" have begun!   

Please mark your calendars and come.  

 

All proceeds benefit our Appalachian Service Project.  

 

 

Join us for the delicious buffet with lots of great items: Stuffed French toast, potatoes, 
ham, sausage, made to order omelets, eggs, crepes, pancakes, biscuits and gravy, 
pastries, fresh fruit, and drinks. 

 

Date:  Sunday, September 18, 2011   Time:  8 a.m. - 12 p.m. – in Annex 

 

Cost:  $9 - Adults  ($10 at door)   Children (4-10) $5.00 (under 4 free)  

 

Tickets sales start August 20th,  

Save money by purchasing early – helps us plan too!  

 

Brunch donation items will be in the lobby and Narthex of the Church.  If you are able to 
help, please pick out item tags and drop the money and tag with your name in the 
collection plate or give directly to Karen Crawshaw. We do the shopping for you!!!  Our 
ASP Youth Mission Group truly appreciates your attendance and help. Thank You!   

 

Questions?   See or call Maria Larabee 815-475-7169 
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During the month of July our Helping Hands Food Pantry serviced 25 families.  There were 49 adults 
and 33 children.  We have added the first Saturday of each month to our days for appointments.  The 
first Saturday was slow, but we are hoping for an increase in clients once they realize Saturday is an 
option.  The Minooka Federated Women have generously offered to assist the clients on that day. 

Our food pantry receives extremely positive comments from the clients.  We are the only pantry in 
town where they can choose items and we have a nice variety to select from.  During the past two 
months we have had new families from the area using the food pantry for the first time.  It is difficult 
for most of them to walk in that first day.  It is not unusual to see tears and to be thanked several 
times.  What a good reminder to be thankful for our blessings and our ability to help others through a 
tough time. 

Clorox has made their last donation to the food pantry before departing Minooka. The products they 
have been giving will be sorely missed.  Cleaning products are not something usually provided by a 
food pantry and they have been very appreciated.  To compensate for the loss, and to promote a 
“green” existence, we are looking for recipes for cleaning products.  If you have one that you feel works 
well, please share it with the pantry.  Our goal is to give each family a bottle of vinegar, baking soda, 
etc. and a recipe for making their own cleaning solution.  You can put your recipe in my mailbox at the 
church (Jane Carhart). 

Our second item on the “wish list” is to have recipes for making food items stretch a bit.  If you have a 
simple meal made of two or three items, please share it with us.  We have put egg noodles on the list of 
needed supplies for one of our recipes.  Egg noodles and a can of vegetable soup makes a yummy 
casserole.  If it would help, go take a look at the items we have available in the food pantry for your 
suggestions.  If we get enough, I will put together a little “cookbook” for our clients to take with them. 

On behalf of those who use our pantry, I thank you.  I’m sorry you don’t get to see the gratitude they 
express when they leave with all their bags of groceries and household supplies.  You truly are making 
a difference in the lives of your neighbors.  

Jane Carhart, Food Pantry Chairman 

Items the food pantry could use:  Ketchup,  canned vegetables, chili, Canola or Olive Oil, Ranch 
Dressing, Sugar, Cake Frosting, coffee, tea, cereal (not Corn Flakes), large canned meals (such as beef 
stew, chicken and noodles, etc.),  Egg Noodles, Raisins, instant potatoes (regular or flavored), Prunes, 
Crackers (not saltine), Drink Mixes, Canned Beef Stew, Creamed Corn, Mixed Vegetables, Fruit Cocktail, 
Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Deodorant, Band Aids, ,Aspirin, Advil, Body Lotion, Laundry soap. 
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Calling all Students......Join us for our Rally Day Celebration 

Sunday School begins Sunday September 11th 

Ages Pre-School through High School 

Our Weekly Schedule will be as Follows: 

 10:15-10:45 - Children's Choir*  

 10:30-11:30 - Jr/Sr High  

 10:45-11:45 - Pre-K - 5th grade 

Class Assignments: 

PreK - Mrs . Gail, Mrs. Nicole in the Purple Room.  K-1st - Mrs. Joy and Mr. John in the Orange Room.  
2nd-3rd - Mrs. Dee Dee, Mrs. Kristal in the Blue Room.  4th - 5th - Mrs. Mari, Mrs. Hilary in the Green 
Room, Jr High (6-8) - Kim and John Nave in the Annex.  Sr High (9-12) - Marlin Hartman and Lorain 
Clausen in the Youth Room. 

Registration - Please make sure that all children are registered for Sunday School, including JR/SR High. 
You can register online on the church website or you can fill out a form and turn it into the collection 
plate. 

* Children's Choir - Due to the Rally Day Celebration, we will begin Children's Choir 
on Sunday, September 18th.  Kindergarten through 1st will meet in the Orange Room with Mrs. Ruth 
and grades 2-5 will meet in the Purple Room with Mrs. Nicole.  Children's Choir will sing the 4th Sunday 
of every month unless otherwise noted.  We will sing in the 9:00am service.  We will not sing in 
September.  The first service we will sing at will be October 23rd.  

Looking Ahead - On October 9th,  all 2nd and 3rd graders will receive Bibles in the 9:00am service. This 
is a very special day for them.  Please come and support them as they take the next step in their Faith.   

 

 

We look forward to a great year.  If you have any questions, 
concerns or ideas or are called to be part of the Christian 
Education team, please feel free to contact Nicole Bishop at 
815-467-5141 or email Rudancin2@yahoo.com.  
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Response to Our Christian Vows the  

month of July  

Our  Average attendance in July 108 

July Offering: $23,408.90 

July Ridge Road Development Fund: $735 

 

Finance Committee 

Welcome Back from Summer Vacation!   If you were 
away for a few weeks this summer, the finance 
committee would like to encourage you to catch up on 
your pledges if you are able.   Just as school is back in 
session, fall programs for the church are in full swing. 
Minooka United Methodist needs your continued 
support through your prayers, your presence and your 
gifts of time and offering to keep doing God's work.   

With fall we also enter into the annual stewardship 
campaign.  The finance committee has chosen a program 
called "Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and 
Generosity". It is a practical approach to home finances 
in the midst of economic uncertainty. Please watch for 
additional information in the weekly church bulletin and 
in the October Mustard Seed.   

We are so thankful for all that God gives us!   

Sue White, Finance Chair 

The Contentment Prayer 

Lord help me to be grateful for what I have,  

to remember that I don't need most of what I want and 

that joy is found in Simplicity and Generosity. 

Amen 

 

A Necessary Note on Giving to Support 
Current Expenses 

We’ve noticed something unexpected since 
the Charge Conference meeting on June 27. 
Some people are choosing to give part of 
their offerings to the Ridge Road 
Development Fund by marking an amount 
on the front of their envelopes. It’s great to 
have money flowing into that fund, but 
only if we can meet our current expenses 
first.  When we had our stewardship 
campaign in the Fall of 2010, we asked 
people to estimate their giving for the 
2011 year toward each fund. Please do not 
change that allocation now.  Once an 
offering is designated to go to the  Ridge 
Road Development Fund, it is not available 
to be utilized for current expenses like 
salaries, air conditioning, and repairs.  This 
donation is completely separate from your 
offering to the General Budget. 

We welcome regular contributions  to the 
Ridge Road Development Fund.  However, 
please meet or exceed your  Estimate of 
Giving for current expenses first. 

Thank-you! 

The Finance Committee 



  

 

NEW SMALL GROUP for  

FaithTalk@Work    

Do you ever wonder how to be a good 
worker or manager on the job, and also be 
a strong Christian? Do you ever desire to 
be a stronger leader, but wonder how a 
Christian would address the issues? Do 
you ever find yourself frustrated about 
how much of you your job demands?  If 
you do, you are not alone.  Consider 
joining a new small group, 
FaithTalk@Work. We’ll be meeting  from 
8:00-9:30 AM on the fourth Saturday of 
each month at Grandma’s Restaurant on 
Mondamin.  Come and share a cup of 
coffee or go all out and order breakfast.  
Please let Pastor Mary know if you would 
like to participate so she can know how 
many seats to save!  See you September 
24th.  

What is FaithTalk? 
 

You are going to start seeing this word, ñFaithtalkò around the church so itôs probably a good idea to explain 

it. FaithTalk is a new name and new implementation for a concept that is deeply Methodist.  We believe that 

one of the key ways individuals learn and grow in faith is to talk with each other about faith in our various 

contexts.  So we have a FaithTalk: Youth, a small group that talks about faith in a way that applies to youth.   

We are also starting a FaithTalk@Work group to speak about how faith and our work inform each other.  We 

are also changing the name of the Friday Night Bible Study to FaithTalk:Friday Night Bible Study.  It may 

sound like a strange thing to do, but it acknowledges that the Friday night group follows the structure of all the 

FaithTalk groups: itôs open to everyone who fits the context, itôs intended for deep conversation about faith 

topics, it has a leader, the participants pray for each other, and it meets at a set time at least once a month. 
 

FaithTalk groups are not classes, they are small groups for open discussion, exploration and prayer.  Therefore 

FaithTalk groups donôt have a teacher who brings a lesson,  just a facilitator who helps set the schedule and 

access materials.  And, unlike classes, FaithTalk groups donôt end when a topic is covered.  They keep going 

exploring new topics of interest to the participants. 
 

Weôre just getting started on defining FaithTalk small groups.  Ideally there will eventually be a group that 

appeals to and informs every growing Christian in our congregation.  If you have an idea for a group, or a 

question about how to get involved, please contact Pastor Mary. 

 

Are you interested in exploring faith a little more 
deeply?  Come and join Pastor Mary and Deacon 
Sharon in a twice a month group we’re calling 
Faithtalk for Youth. The group meets the 
second and fourth Saturday’s of the month at 
10:00 AM, at the McDonalds at Ridge and Rte 
6.  There will be a little reading (and some 
thinking!) between meetings but no heavy duty 
homework. We began by looking at a few 
writings by C.S. Lewis, a well-known lay person 
who wrote many excellent books on the subject 
of Christianity in addition to his best known 
children’s books, “The Chronicles of Narnia.” 
Please let Deacon Sharon or Pastor Mary know 
if you’re interested but the time doesn’t work 
out and we’ll try to figure out a time that works 
for everyone!  The September dates are the 
10th and 24th .  See you there.  

FaithTalk Groups  



  

 

MUMC Youth fellowship 

news  
 

 

Fun, Food, and Football…oh my! 

 

COMMUNITY TAIL GATE PARTY sponsored by Minooka UMC Youth Fellowship! 
 

Join us as we show support for the Minooka Indians, as well as get to know our neighbors in this fun, 
community building event!  

 

When:  Friday, September 16, 4-7pm 
 

Where:  Parking lot near the football field  

   ɉÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÏÒÁÎÇÅ Ǫ ÂÌÁÃË ÂÁÎÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÂÉÇ ÓÉÇÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÎÁÍÅɊ 

 

This is a WHOLE church event!  Lots of great opportunities to help our Youth Fellowship program: 
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“Where Were You on That Day?” 
Remembering 9/11/01 

 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the tragedy that took place on September 11th, 2001.  In remem-
brance of that day, Jr. High and Sr. High youth are invited to a special community memorial service on 
Sunday, Sept. 11, at Minooka High School (auditorium, Central Campus), followed by discussion and a 
viewing of the film Ȱ5ÎÉÔÅÄ ύχȱȟ back at the church.  This event is open to all youth, as well as family, 
friends, and other church members. 

 

The service begins at 2pm; those that wish to carpool can meet at the church at 1:15pm. Afterwards, we’ll 
head back to the church, to talk about what it was like when we first heard the news, and what we were 
doing when it happened.  We’ll start the movie around 4:30pm, and wrap up the day between 6:30-7pm.   
Please reach out and invite someone to join us for this special day of remembrance. 

Sunday, September 18                                          TIE-DYE!   
 

Put on your grubby clothes, grab a friend, and bring something to dye!  Shirts, socks, sweats, even bed 
sheets!  But do bring something to dye that’s wearable, because in two weeks… 

 
CROP WALK!  Sunday, October 2 

 
Put on your walking shoes, stretch your limbs, and help raise money and awareness for those that struggle 

with hunger!  We’ll wear our lovely tie-dye to this event, which is being held right here at our church!   
After we’ve walked all the calories off, we’ll celebrate (and put them back on) by heading over to Culvers 

for frozen custard!  The walk is for both Jr. High and Sr. High youth (plus friends and family)  
and begins at 1:30pm 



  

 

Miss ionary  to  Vis i t  

P a g e  9  

Meet and Hear Karen Johnson Ujereh, 
missionary with the Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, at the Morris UMC 

September 15, 2011 at 9:00 A.M. 

 

Karen is a former missionary in Senegal, whom we supported in 2010 and 2011 through our Rain-
bow Covenant.  Karen is currently serving as Mission Interpreter in Residence (MIIR) with the North 
Central Jurisdiction (Midwest). Karen visited Minooka UMC the afternoon of October 1, 2009.  This is 
an opportunity to meet her again and get an update since her visit with us. 
Mission Interpreters in Residence are United Methodist missionaries assigned to serve in the U.S. 
jurisdictions to interpret the mission of the United Methodist Church through the Board of Global 
Ministries, particularly as it relates to mission personnel and their support through the Advance for 
Christ and his Church with annual conferences, districts and local churches. 
Before her stateside assignment, Karen served in Dakar, Senegal, as the BGM’s Area Financial Execu-
tive (AFE) and supervised projects of the United Methodist Church in Senegal. As AFE her responsi-
bilities included oversight of all receipts and disbursements of GBGM funds for projects in the con-
ference. 

 

While supervising the Prison Ministry in three prisons, two women’s prisons and one youth boy’s 
prison, Karen was also the VIM Coordinator for Senegal. 

 

A native of New Orleans, Karen holds a B.S. degree in accounting from Southern University in New 
Orleans.  Karen and husband Sebastine, a native of Nigeria who also served as a UM missionary, have 
three adult children: Jessica, born in New Orleans, and Sebastine, Jr. and Laura, who were both born 
in Nigeria. Karen is a lifelong member of Bethany United Methodist Church in New Orleans. 

 

 

YOUTH STOCKHOLDERôS DINNER & VARIETY SHOW! 

 

As a special thank you to all those who invested in “youth stock”, we’re having a dinner and talent show 
on Saturday, September 24, at 6pm.  The dinner is opened to ALL church members, but a special treat 
awaits our stockholders.  Haven’t had a chance to get youth stock?  Don’t worry!  Contact John Nave if 
you’re interested; there is no minimum amount.   

But this is more than just a dinner.  It will also be an opportunity to see…MINOOKA UMC HAS TALENT!  

Anyone can sign up to be a part of our talent show; children, youth, and adults of all ages.  Music, dance, 

skits, comedy, storytelling, art work, you name it ~ sign up and showcase your talents for this fun 

evening! 



  

 

Happy September to the ladies of the UMW. I’ve been hearing a lot of great things about the “Secret Pal” 
club. I check the mailbox area every time I stop at church and it makes me smile to see the packages, 
cards and special treats in the mailboxes. Remember, it can be as simple as a note to say you were 
thinking about your “Secret Pal” today.  

 

Alice wanted me to send the following note to her “Secret Pal”: 

 

A special Thank You to my “Secret Pal” for our anniversary flowers in June and my gift certificate for my 
birthday in July. Can’t wait to find out who you are.  Alice Davenport 

 

Mark your calendar because our meetings start up again this month.  I’ll see the daytime ladies at 11:00 
and the night ladies at 7:00 on the 12th. 

 

We’re going to try another sewing project for children in Africa soon, so start collecting that cotton and 
cotton blend material. 

 

See you soon.  Kim Nave, UMW President 
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United Methodist Women News 

  

 

One of our refrigerators needs replacing.  If you have a large 
refrigerator in good working order that you would like to sell or 
donate, please notify either Dick Figge or Maurice Davenport 
who are members of the Trustee Committee. 

 

TRUSTEES 



  

 

 Church Council  

 
Changes, Changes, Changes....... 

 
Many changes are occurring in our church.  One change we are excited about is having a "meeting 
night".  This is where our committees come to meet all on one night.  We will have staggered start 
times so we can accommodate all committees.  
 
Starting in October.... 
1st Tuesday of the month  7pm   "Leaders meeting" where committee chairs bring their agendas  for 
their meeting.   (1 hour or less)  if your committee does not meet that month, then you don't need to 
attend.  Only attend on the month your committee will meet. 
 
2nd & 3rd Tuesdays of the month....Committees meet.  Times and places TBA 
 
4th Tuesday of the month 7pm  Church Council ---Quarterly  starting in October. 
 
Church Council will meet the 4th Tuesday 7pm for August (23rd)  and September (27th). 
I will have your committee times and places in place by September  Church Council meeting.  
 
DeeDee Casagrande, Chair 

Great Opportunities for Adult Education!  

 

We have two new classes running this fall.  

Enough – Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity 

This is a 5 week discussion group that will provide a little check-in for how we are thinking about and 
managing our material belongings.  You can attend either on Friday nights at 7:00 or on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45.  Please register by calling the office. You will need an inexpensive book for this 
class. 

10 Bible Stories Everyone Should Know 

Pastor Mary will be leading this 10 week class that will start on Wednesday, September 28 from 7:00 
– 8:00. This class is open to everyone but it is most suitable for  people who don’t know their Bible 
well and would like to gain a better understanding of ten stories that tell the overall story of God with 
us.  Please bring your Bible and register in the office so we can be prepared for the right number of 
people. 

 

Please see sign up sheets in the Sunday announcement bulletins or call the church office 815-467-
2322 to register.   



  

 

P a g e  6  

Through the tender mercy of our God, the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those who 
wait in darkness. ~Luke 1:78 

Thank you to the volunteers from our church who continue to give of themselves to prepare and 
serve meals at Daybreak. That meal may be the only one some of the people have eaten that day. We 
have served as many as 130 people. 
  
Just as we are seeing an increase in the number of people coming to our church looking for assis-
tance, the needs at Daybreak continue to be great. The current list is below: 
  
Í Seasonal clothing items for men, women & children 
Í Men’s & Women’s deodorant 
Í Jeans for men, women & children 
Í Razors and shaving cream 
Í Women’s underwear 
Í Hair care products 
Í Body wash & lotion 
Í Baby wipes & diapers 
Í Combs & brushes 
 
These items may be placed in the box outside our fellowship hall. Thanks to all of you who continue 
to donate to this worthwhile ministry. 
 

I also want to thank those who contributed red pens for the Back-to-School Fair. We sent over 500 
pens to this cause. 
 

A couple people have told me they’ve already started setting items aside for the 2012 rummage sale. 
Great idea! 
 

May God bless you richly, and may you, in turn, bless others. 
  
Chris White, 2011 Daybreak Coordinator 

Daybreak 

 

CROP Walk Update 

Looking ahead!  Please join the Minooka UMC, Channahon UMC, Platteville 

Lutheran Church, Resurrection Lutheran Church on  

Sunday, October 2nd. At 1:00pm  

in the 28th Annual Channooka Area 5k CROP Hunger Walk!  Help make a 

difference in the lives of those who are in need.   Please contact Andy 

Vaveris for more information. 
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LAY LEADER 
 

It is 11:28 pm on Wednesday night, August 10th and my Mustard Seed article has to be emailed to 
Adrienne before she walks into her office and turns on the computer tomorrow morning.  I have been 
struggling for a week now on what to write. I know it’s hard to believe that I had nothing to say. 
 

I started searching the internet highway for something that would inspire me. Nothing was jumping out 
at me.  
 

My day was nothing to smile about. Everything was going wrong and I didn't feel much like myself. I 
decided to type in “funny Christian stories” and found the following story that it made me smile. 

 
 

“The Atheist and the Bear” 

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. ‘What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What 
beautiful animals’, he said to himself. 

As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he saw a 
7 foot grizzly charging towards him. 

He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear was closing in on 
him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster. 

He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to 
take a swipe at him. 

At that instant the atheist cried out; ‘Oh my God!…’ Time stopped. The bear froze. 

The forest was silent.  It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky 
saying:  ‘You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don’t exist and even credit creation 
to a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a 
believer?’ 

The atheist looked directly in the light.  ‘It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me 
as a Christian now, but perhaps, could you make the BEAR a Christian?’  ‘Very well’, said the voice. The 
light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed.  And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his 
head and spoke: ‘Lord, bless this food which I am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful, 
Amen.’ 

I hope this story made you smile and be thankful for all that your GOOD LORD has blessed you with. 
 

Kim Nave, Lay Leader 



  

 

 

The Mustard Seed is    
published monthly for the 

Minooka United Methodist 
Church. Submissions for 
the October 2011 issue 
must be turned in to the 

office by Friday, September 
10th. E-mail is preferred, 
but not required.  Please 
direct any questions to 

Adrienne Hartman, editor.   

mumc2322@aol.com  
THANKS 

Updating email addresses! 
 

The church office is updating 
email addresses.  I have a master 
list of emails that I send 
announcements out  from time to 
time to.  Recently I have been 
getting some emails back 
“undeliverable”.  Please send me 
your current email address and if 
you have not been receiving 
these emails  and would like to 
be on this email list to receive 
up-to-date current 
announcements from MUMC, 
please email me  at 
mumc2322@aol.com. 

 

Thanks for your help :)  

Adrienne Hartman 

 

Spirit Committee Update:  

July Fellowship was wonderful.  It's 
great to see the Committees helping 
out so well!   

PLEASE NOTE:  Sept. 11 is Kick Off 
Sunday and we sure could use 2 /3 
people to sign up. Sunday School will 
be back in session and we will have 
some hungry kids (of all ages) looking 
for snacks. Please consider helping on 
this date.   
 

Special thanks for July Fellowship 
Evangelism Committee  - Mari Kirsch 
coordinated - thank you to everyone 
on this Committee who provided 
treats! Dick and Liz Figge, Christian 
Education Committee - Nicole Bishop 
coordinated - Thank you to everyone 
that made our July Fellowship  so 
successful. The treats were 
wonderful! 

Maria Larabee, Chair 

 

Collecting for College 
Baskets 

 

Spirit Committee is col-
lecting items for  college 
baskets.  In the fellowship 
hall is a Rubbermaid® 
marked clearly for college 
basket donations.  Feel 
free to drop things off at 
any time. School supplies 
is our main focus for the 
college kids.   Food items 
are always appreciated 
too :).  Baskets will go out 
late September.  Please 
no cans or bottled items.  

 

Come and enjoy our 
monthly                             

breakfasts held the  

2nd Saturday  

of each month in the annex  

at 7:30 a.m. 

September 10th  

All men are invited! 

No reservations needed! 

Held in  the annex. 



  

 

P a g e  1 5  

 
 

 4 Ron & Wendy Tredennick 

 8 David & Donna Johnson 

 9 Stephen & Kim Coffman 

 23 Jim & Ruth Satorius 

 28 Charles & Bonnie Davy 

 29 Jim & Marcia Ritenour 

 Anniversaries 
 6 Kyle Joerger 

 6 Kristina Stewart 

 7 Dorothy Watkins 

 8 Melanie Loza 

10 Derek Dailey 

12  Kyle Bullifin 

12 Karen Crawshaw 

12 Caleb Froidcoeur 

15 Alex Kirsch 

16 Becky Pease 

16 Steve Lockwood 

16  Susan Spencer 

16  Andrea Vercelli 

17 Helen Daly 

17 S. McConnaughay 

18 Glen Nemitz 

19 Jennifer Lamping 

21 Joann Malic 

22 Jane Carhart 

22 Brian Spencer 

22 Nick Wingerter 

23 Maurice Davenport 

26 Bob Stewart 

27 Lorelei Boyer 

27 Will Johnston 

27 Cindy White 

28 Kristy Wingerter 

28 Noah Staley 

29 Susan Dhaese 

30 Joy Clendening 

BIRTHDAYS 

THANK YOU  

 

We would like to thank everyone for all the thoughts, 
cards, calls, offers to help, and all encouraging words.  
Mostly, thank you for everyone’s prayers.  They certainly 
did guide our way and see us through our difficult times.  
God was with us all the way.  I still have some issues to 
solve but hopefully they will be solved in the next few 
months. 
 

Many, many thanks to each of you again and very special 
thanks for Pastor Mary for her visits and calls, and en-
couraging words and prayers. 

 

Jerry and Pat Knudson 
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Sunday, September 11th, see page 5 for more details!  


