
  

 

 
 

The word “neighbor” occurs 83 times in the Bible translation that we utilize as our text in 
church. I don’t know about you, but that number is a little higher than I might have guessed.  Most of these 
references have to do with explanations about how we are to treat our neighbors.  Many of us are familiar with 
the statement, “love your neighbor as yourself” as a summary of the Jewish law.   That phrase is probably the most 
common and well-known usage of the word “neighbor.”   But, that’s not all that Scripture has to say on the matter.   
For example, most of us probably haven’t heard what Proverbs 27:14 has to say about being a neighbor,  
 

“Whoever blesses a neighbor with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, will be counted as cursing.” 
 

Isn’t that the truth?  You aren’t doing something “good” for your neighbor, if all it does is irritate them.  You 
simply cannot bless someone when you are doing something that is against what they really want or need. 
 
We tend to accept the idea that we should love our neighbor as ourselves pretty easily, but to really live up to the 
concept as the Bible teaches it, we also need to understand that loving our neighbor as ourselves doesn’t mean 
doing things we might like done. It means doing things in a way that actually is a blessing to someone who may be 
quite different than we are.  Loving neighbors suddenly doesn’t seem quite so easy.  
 
Why all these thoughts about neighbors?  One of our core values in our new Mission, Vision and Values 
statements is that we value being a neighborly community.  Values that are written on paper but never practiced 
have little worth, so it’s important that we understand what it means to be a neighborly community, and seek to 
live that value in our congregation.  If we want to love our neighbors in a way that is meaningful and helpful to 
them, the first thing we might need to do is get to know them well enough to have a sense of what might actually 
be helpful for them.  In this age where we tend to live pretty isolated lives, maybe not even knowing the names of 
the people that live right next door, really trying to be a neighborly community is something that might cause us 
to do things a little differently. There’s almost certainly room for growth, even on this simple value. 
 
There are seven values listed in our Mission, Vision and Value statement.  

 
Christ-Centeredness Openness to all 
Integrity Relevant Action In the World 
Mutual Respect Investing in the Future of Children, Youth, and Families. 
Neighborly Community 
 

I invite you to take some time to prayerfully consider them, thinking specifically about where there are 
opportunities for growth, and then try to take one step forward on your own practice. If we all take this simple 
step, imagine how much stronger our community will become! 

Musings from Mary  
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S ue  Whi t e ,  F i na nc e  

C ha i r  
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Minooka United Methodist 

Church 

205 West Church Street 

Minooka, IL  60447 

 

Worship Schedule 

9:00 & 10:45 am Sunday Service 

Sunday School 

10:30 am Junior & Senior High 

10:45 am Preschool -  adult 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday ~ Thursday 

8:30am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 - 12:00 pm 

Church Fax:  815-467-8210 

Church e-mail:  

mumc2322@aol.com 

Website: 

minookaumc.com 

Pastor 

Mary Zajac 

Home:  815-467-2949 

pastormaryz@sbcglobal.net 

 

Deacon 

Sharon Rice 

umc_ce@yahoo.com 

 

CROP Walk  

Please join the Minooka UMC, Channahon UMC, Platteville Lutheran 

Church, Resurrection Lutheran Church on  

Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00pm  

in the 28th Annual Channooka Area 5k CROP Hunger Walk!  Help make a 

difference in the lives of those who are in need.    

Please contact Andy Vaveris for more information. 

 

 

October 2nd  Communion 

  CropWalk 

 

October 9th  Youth Leading Worship 

 

October 16th  Worship/New Members Sunday 

 

October 23rd  Worship/Youth Sunday 

 

October 30th  Worship 

  Trunk or Treat 
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Sunday School  

Ages Pre-School through High School  

Our Weekly Schedule is as Follows: 

 10:15-10:45 - Children's Choir 

 10:30-11:30 - Jr/Sr High  

 10:45-11:45 - Pre-K - 5th grade 

  

 The Sunday School year is off to a great start.  If you  have 
 any questions, concerns or ideas or are called to be part of 
 the Christian Education team, please feel free to 
 contact Nicole Bishop at 815-467-5141 or email 
 Rudancin2@yahoo.com.  

Great Opportunities for Adult Education!  

We have two new classes running this fall.  

Enough ɀ Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity  

This is a 5 week discussion group that will provide a little check-in for how we are thinking about and 
managing our material belongings.  You can attend either on Friday nights at 6:00 starting Friday, 
September 30 – Friday, October 28thor on Sunday mornings at 10:45 starting October 2nd through 
October 30th.  Please register by calling the office. You will need an inexpensive book for this class. 

10 Bible Stories Everyone Should Know  

Pastor Mary will be leading this 10 week class that will start on Wednesday, September 28 from 7:00 
– 8:00. This class is open to everyone but it is most suitable for  people who don’t know their Bible 
well and would like to gain a better understanding of ten stories that tell the overall story of God with 
us.  Please bring your Bible and register in the office so we can be prepared for the right number of 
people. 

 

Please see sign up sheets in the Sunday announcement bulletins or call the church office 815-467-
2322 to register.   
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The Helping Hands Food Pantry had quite a busy month in August.  43 families needed our services.  
That is double what we have been averaging for the year.  With the fall and winter work layoffs coming 
I do not see any decrease in our client numbers.  The good news is, every time I put out a request for 
items, my generous church members always come through. 

We were also blessed this month with a food drive sponsored by the Chanooka Braves football league.  
Their donations filled my pickup truck.  The following weekend the joint church service food collection 
brought in another truck load.  Our shelves have a wonderful variety now.  It still amazes me how God 
sends us what we need when we need it. 

As we head into fall, donations will increase from outside sources.  This will be my first year for the fall 
donations and the Christmas Baskets.  I am looking forward to experiencing the fun and chaos that will 
bring. 

I will continue to post the items we need.  Ketchup is still the number one item in the food pantry, 
followed closely by laundry soap.  Soups are starting to move again with the change in temperatures, 
so more saltine crackers, please, and healthy snacks for lunch boxes would be appreciated.  I would 
not mind giving extras to families with school age children packing lunches if we have it. 

I still have my goal of including homemade cleaning product recipes and supplies in 2012.  Our Clorox 
donations will not last much longer than the end of the year.  Please put your 
ideas in my church mailbox. (Jane Carhart) 

Again, thank you for all you do, even if it’s simply a prayer for our needs to be 
met. 

Your Food Pantry volunteers.  

Jane Carhart 
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Response to Our Christian Vows the  

month of August  

Our  Average attendance in August  118 

August  Offering: $15,883 

August  Ridge Road Development Fund: $100 

 

Finance Committee 

 

Enough-Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity 

 

As is our usual practice, the church will be conducting the annual stewardship 
drive for the general fund during the last two weeks of October.  This year we 
will not be collecting cards through the Pony Express manner where we have 
gone house to house.  You will be receiving your estimate of giving card in the 
mail, and we simply ask that you return your card individually as soon as 
possible. 

The Bible has much to say about wisdom and finances and the joy that can be 
discovered through living simply and generously.  During October we are 
offering a class on deciding what is “Enough” in your life. The class is based on 
the book “Enough-Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity”. We will 
be reading and discovering God’s personal plan for your giving journey.  The 
class will be offered at two different times, Friday evenings at 7 pm beginning 
October 7th and Sunday mornings at 10:45, starting on October 2nd.  (We will 
need to know if you plan on attending so we can have enough books on hand.) 

Please prayerfully consider what you can give to the church.  Through our 
monetary gifts and our gifts of time and talents, we create the opportunity for 
God to work through us and experience the joy and blessings that come from 
financial generosity. 

 

Sue White, Finance Chair 



  

 

NEW SMALL GROUP for  

FaithTalk@Work    

Do you ever wonder how to be a good 
worker or manager on the job, and also 
be a strong Christian? Do you ever desire 
to be a stronger leader, but wonder how a 
Christian would address the issues? Do 
you ever find yourself frustrated about 
how much of you your job demands?  If 
you do, you are not alone.  Consider 
joining a new small group, 
FaithTalk@Work. We’ll be meeting  from 
8:00-9:30 AM on the fourth Saturday of 
each month at Grandma’s Restaurant on 
Mondamin.  Come and share a cup of 
coffee or go all out and order breakfast.  
Please let Pastor Mary know if you would 
like to participate so she can know how 
many seats to save!   

What is FaithTalk? 
 

You are going to start seeing this word, ñFaithTalkò around the church so itôs probably a good idea to explain 

it. FaithTalk is a new name and new implementation for a concept that is deeply Methodist.  We believe that 

one of the key ways individuals learn and grow in faith is to talk with each other about faith in our various 

contexts.  So we have a FaithTalk: Youth, a small group that talks about faith in a way that applies to youth.   

We are also starting a FaithTalk@Work group to speak about how faith and our work inform each other.  We 

are also changing the name of the Friday Night Bible Study to FaithTalk:Friday Night Bible Study.  It may 

sound like a strange thing to do, but it acknowledges that the Friday night group follows the structure of all the 

FaithTalk groups: itôs open to everyone who fits the context, itôs intended for deep conversation about faith 

topics, it has a leader, the participants pray for each other, and it meets at a set time at least once a month. 
 

FaithTalk groups are not classes, they are small groups for open discussion, exploration and prayer.  Therefore, 

FaithTalk groups donôt have a teacher who brings a lesson,  just a facilitator who helps set the schedule and 

access materials.  And, unlike classes, FaithTalk groups donôt end when a topic is covered.  They keep going, 

exploring new topics of interest to the participants. 
 

Weôre just getting started on defining FaithTalk small groups.  Ideally, there will eventually be a group that 

appeals to and informs every growing Christian in our congregation.  If you have an idea for a group, or a 

question about how to get involved, please contact Pastor Mary. 

 

Are you interested in exploring faith a little 
more deeply?  Come and join Pastor Mary and 
Deacon Sharon in a twice a month group we’re 
calling FaithTalk for Youth . The group meets 
the second and fourth Saturday’s of the month 
at 10:00 AM, at the McDonalds at Ridge and Rte 
6.  There will be a little reading (and some 
thinking!) between meetings but no heavy duty 
homework. We began by looking at a few 
writings by C.S. Lewis, a well-known lay person 
who wrote many excellent books on the subject 
of Christianity in addition to his best known 
children’s books, The Chronicles of Narnia.  
Please let Deacon Sharon or Pastor Mary know 
if you’re interested, but the time doesn’t work 
out, and we’ll try to figure out a time that works 
for everyone!   

FaithTalk Groups  

Page 6 
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MUMC Youth Fellowship 

News  

 

CROP Walk, Sunday Oct. 2, 1pm  

Jr. High and Sr. High youth are encouraged to get involved and help raise 

awareness for those that suffer from famine and hunger by walking in our     

annual 5k CROP Walk.  If you were able to tie-dye something in September, 

please wear that to the CROP Walk, and bring some extra cash; afterwards, 

weôll head over to Culvers and celebrate our accomplishments!  (Please note that 

this will be the main youth activity for both groups on Oct. 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Are You Afraid of the DarkéCORN MAZE???  Sun-

day, Oct. 9, 4:30pm 
Malta, IL (just outside of DeKalb).  Home to Janomac Orchard, 

where there is a two-part corn maze.  The first part is just a regu-

lar olô corn mazeéonly you walk it in the dark!  The second part 

is a little different; it just so happens to be HAUNTED!  Jr. High 

& Sr. High youth are invited to join us for this special evening of 

screams and laughter.  Weôll meet in the Annex at 4:30pm, have 

pizza, and then around 5:15, head north for a dark and frightfully 

good time!  Dress appropriately for the weather, and wear grubby           

                                                        shoes.  Cost: Just $5!  Invite your friends!  Weôll be home between 9:30-10pm 

 

The Rest of the Month! 

Sunday, Oct. 16ðJr. High: 3-5pm   Sr. High: 5-7pm 

Sunday, Oct. 23ðJr. High: 3-5pm   Sr. High: 5-7pm 

Sunday, Oct. 30éTRUNK-OR-TREAT; no regular youth meeting.  Please come and help out with this 

fun, community celebration! 

 

COMING SOONéSaturday, Nov. 5ðPAINTBALL!!! 
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 The Flamingos Are Invading!  
 

Be on the lookout for some plastic pink birds!  Theyôre coming 

to a lawn near youéall in the name of raising money for  

Minooka Youth Fellowship!  Be on the lookout for more 

information,  

coming sooné 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 30  

4 - 6pm 
Games!  Craft Projects!  United Methodists dressed up and passing 

out goodies from their car trunks!  
 

Donôt miss out on the fun!  Sign your vehicle up and spread the word to your neighbors about this 

fun, safe, community Halloween event! 
  



  

 

 

Hey “Secret Pals”, October is a great time to remember your “Pal” with a “Trick or Treat”. Start thinking 
about that $5.00 item you would like to surprise them with for Christmas. 
 

The presentation for the Kairo’s Prison Ministry has been rescheduled for November 14th. Linda Walker 
and Rev. Beth L. Galbreath from Woodridge United Methodist will be our presenters. Invite your friends 
and family for this interesting ministry presentation. Refreshments will be provided at both meeting 
times. 
 

Thank you, again, to all that made our pillowcases for the United Methodist Children’s Home. I received 
an email and picture from Markus Holland expressing the youth’s excitement about having something to 
call their own like a pillowcase or other small things we just take for granted. 
 

 Northern Illinois Conference UMW Annual Celebration  

October 22 nd. 8:45 am to 3:00 pm 

Ȱ(ÁÎÄ ÉÎ (ÁÎÄ ÉÎ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎɂÈÏÐÅȟ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÎ !ÃÔÉÏÎȱ 

Special Guest Speaker:  Glory Dharmaraj, Phd. 

Held at New Lenox UMC 

Registration $15  

Call Kim Nave if you are interested in attending.  
 

Also watch your future Mustard Seed and bulletins for information about the upcoming UMW Christmas 
Dinner and our annual Cookie Sale. 
 

God bless, Kim Nave, UMW President 
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United Methodist Women News 

 

Spirit Committee presents a Lunch and Learn Ladies Workshop 

  Ȱ'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ 2ÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȱ 
 

Would you like to learn how to wrap beautiful baskets, gifts, make beautiful bows and wonderful 
Christmas cards?  You will be impressed with how easy it is with all the tips and tricks we will show you. 
This is a great opportunity for “hands on” so you can learn before you go home .  The afternoon starts 
with a delicious lunch and demonstrations, ending with loads of door prizes and hands on opportunities.  
Sound like fun?  Then join us!! 

Saturday, Nov. 12    11:30 am – 3 pm LUNCH INCLUDED 

$10    RESERVATIONS / Payment required due to limited seating  
 

Questions/Tickets – See Maria Larabee 815-475-7169 
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Through the tender mercy of our God, the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those who wait 
in darkness. ~Luke 1:78 As I write this, I’m reminded of the generosity of our congregation. We should be 
proud of the difference we make! Every item left in the Daybreak box, every item donated to the food 
pantry, the support our own missions projects such as ASP and others, and every dollar given toward the 
CROP walk impacts the life of a person in need. The current list of needs for Daybreak is:  

Í Seasonal clothing items for men, women & children 
Í Men’s & Women’s deodorant 
Í Jeans for men, women & children 
Í Razors and shaving cream 
Í Women’s underwear (new) 
Í Hair care products for African-Americans 
Í Body wash & lotion 
Í Baby wipes & diapers 
Í Combs & brushes 
Thanks to all of you who continue to support this worthwhile ministry with contributions of your time, 
articles of clothing and toiletries. 
  
May God bless you richly, and may you in turn bless others. 
  
Chris White 
2011 Daybreak Coordinator 

Daybreak 

LAY LEADER 
 

Can you believe we are in full swing of another time of political debates and mudslinging. Promises, 
promises, promises is what we hear from all those candidates. The closer we get to election time the 
more confused and aggravated we become.  
 

God may not appear personally to us like He did to people back in biblical times, His promises will never 
change. We find them clearly written down for us in our Bibles.  
 

 -He will be with us (Matthew 28:20) 

 -He will give believers eternal life (John 3:16) 

 -He will forgive us for our sins (1 John 1:9) 

 -He will supply the needs of believers (Philippians 4:19) 

 -He will never forsake His own (Hebrews 13:5) 
  

To receive these promises, all we really have to do is claim them, trust in them and rely on them. 

God has promised you all this great stuff- forgiveness, eternal life, and so on. It’s just like a campaign 
promise you have to decide (1) whether He means what He says, and (2) whether He’s able to do it. If 
you decide that you believe His promises, then you just have to act on that belief. 

He’s saying, “Here’s a way of life that’s better than anything you’ve ever known.”   God will always get 
my vote!                                                                                     

        Kim Nave, Lay Leader 



  

 

 

The Mustard Seed is    
published monthly for the 
Minooka United Methodist 
Church. Submissions for 
the November 2011 issue 
must be turned in to the 

office by Monday, October 
10th. E-mail is preferred, 
but not required.  Please 
direct any questions to 

Adrienne Hartman, editor.   

mumc2322@aol.com  
THANKS 

 

 

Spirit Committee Report: 
 
Fellowship for August went 
extremely well with wonderful 
treats and wonderful people 
providing them.  Big thank you to 
the Finance Committee for their 
great spread (Sue White, chair), 
Pastor Mary, Ruth Hanna, Diane & 
Joe Jacoboski, Jan & Ron Stadt, 
John and Maria Larabee.  A special 
thank you to Lori Butler, who is 
always so willing to step in and 
help in a pinch!  Thank you from 
all of us who enjoy the fellowship 
and treats to all the generous 
providers. 

 

Come and enjoy our 
monthly                             

breakfasts held the  

2nd Saturday  

of each month in the annex  

at 7:30 a.m. 

October 8th 

All men are invited! 

No reservations needed! 

Held in  the annex. 
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 1 Don & Dee Dee Casagrande 

 4 Zach & Jessica Davis 

 4 Jerry & Pat Knudson 

 4 Don & Jane Carhart 

 5 Marlin & Adrienne Hartman 

 7 Dean & Julie Geyer 

 9 Powell & Tammie Patterson  1 year 

 10 Jeff & Nancy Hanley 

 23 Sean & Stephany Wojtczak  1 year 

 31 Joe & Diane Jacoboski  

 Anniversaries 
1 Dick Figge 

1 Tracy Moss 

2 Dakota Coffman 

3 Stephany Wojtczak 

3 Angelenia Johnson 

3 John Nave 

4 Michael McGrath 

4 Robert Nave 

4 Glen Yunker 

5 Ron Stadt 

6 Cindy Moss 

7 Eric Johnston 

8 Dillon Coffman 

8 Joy Hathcock 

8 Chris White 

9 Ric Coop 

13 Pamela Dilday 

14 Olivia Kasmer 

18 Joe Jacoboski 

19 Thelma White 

20 Guy Carlson, Jr. 

20 Addison Satorius 

20 Ira White 

20 Andrew Zajac 

23 Lindsey McGehee 

23 David Johnson 

25 Chris Vause 

26 Logan Claybaugh 

28 Joyce Schmitke 

29 Steph Ambrose 

29 Betsy Hanley 

29 Thomas McGrath 

BIRTHDAYS 

THANK YOU  

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way at the 
Firemen/Police Appreciation Picnic.  Mari Kirsch, 
Evangelism  Committee 

Thanks to my Evangelism Committee (Tom, Susan, Frank 
and Jeff) and pastor Mary for Sept. 4th fellowship 
refreshments.  And thank you to everyone who signed 
Alex’s birthday card.  Mari Kirsch 

 

The FALL Brunch Committee would like to thank 
everyone that made it a success. Many of you helped in 
so many ways: attended, worked in the kitchen, dining 
room, cash donations, food donations, made wonderful 
pastries, poured drinks, cooked, washed dishes, 
worked the buffet lines, cleaned up and worked so hard 
to help.  It takes so many cheerful workers and 
attendees to help make our mission goals a 
reality.  While each of us may not be able to "travel" on 
the mission trip to Appalachia, we travel in spirit with 
our young people as we support them by working 
these fundraisers.   Thank you everyone!!!!  Maria 
Larabee and the Brunch Group 
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Or Current Resident 

Annual Turkey Supper 

October 29th 

In the annex 

 

Dine  In or Carry Out 

Watch the weekend bulletin and  

 the back of the sanctuary for sign up 

sheets. 


