Musgings from Mary

So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.

Volume 42 Issue 11
Psalm 90:12 NRSV

It’s November and I can hardly believe it, time seems to fly by! We’re back to that season of giving
thanks and preparing for the holidays already. Christmas is just around the corner and with the season
comes a flurry of activity.

Our days are a gift from God, and so we should work to use them well. Sometimes it seems like time is
moving slowly but when we look back at the last month, year, or years we see that time actually moves
very quickly. In fact it moves so quickly that we have to work to make sure that it doesn’t just slip away
from us. The writer of Psalm 90 reminds us that wisdom takes time to develop, if we don’t begin to seek
it we will run out of days to grow. This verse makes a good prayer for this busy season. Lord God, teach
us to count our days rather than let them slip by in a flurry of activity, so that we may grow in faith and
wisdom.

This prayer isn’t so much about managing time by scheduling everything carefully and packing each day
full, it’s about choosing the right activities with which to fill our days. One more strand of lights on the
house will make very little difference compared to an extra ten minutes spent calling a friend in need.
Another batch of cookies may seem important, but maybe it isn’t when you consider that you could start
a new tradition of spending time enjoying the true story of Christmas with the kids or grandkids.
Imagine what could happen in terms of passing on the faith to the next generation if every family took
half an hour to really marvel together at God’s amazing gift of Jesus. Cleaning the house may seem
critical before the guests come, but then again the time could be spent preparing a Thanksgiving prayer
to be shared around the dinner table. Will your guests remember the dust in the corners or will they
remember that you paused to pray on this special day? And finally, watching the latest episode of our
favorite TV series may seem important, but to grow in wisdom we may need to use that time in another
way. Perhaps we need to read scripture, pray, or serve God in the world.

This season presents many opportunities to fill and overfill our days. May God help us to number each
day and spend it well, so that when the season is over we will have grown in faith and wisdom.
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Minooka United Methodist
Church

205 West Church Street

Minooka, IL 60447

Worship Schedule
9:00 & 10:45 am Sunday Service
Sunday School
10:30 am Junior & Senior High
10:45 am Preschool - adult
Church Office Hours:
Monday ~ Thursday
8:30am - 3:30 pm
Friday
8:30 - 12:00 pm
Church Fax: 815-467-8210

Church e-mail:
mumc2322@aol.com

Website:
minookaumc.com
Pastor
Mary Zajac
Home: 815-467-2949

pastormaryz(@sbcglobal.net

Deacon
Sharon Rice

umc_ce(@yahoo.com

Annual Church
Conference

Thursday
November 17th

ANNUAL 7:00 prm
CHURCH

Held in the sanctuary.
Conference

Everyone is invited
to attend this very
important conference
of the life of our
church in

2011.

Special Worship Events
November 6 All Saint’s Sunday
November 20 Dedication of our “Estimate of Giving”

11:45 am Hanging of the Greens

November 27 1st Sunday in Advent
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Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs Psalms 100:2

Candle Power ~ Sorry this has taken so long. It’s the first article I've written for the Mustard Seed
and on behalf of Mark Bishop and myself as co-chairs of the Worship Committee we'd like to
extend a big thank you to the entire congregation for making our positions a blessing to us. We
hope we can fulfill the same blessings unto the church and the community.

[ was listening to a song on my MP3 player driving to work one day. The song inspired me to think
about the power of the symbol that candles provide as part of our worship experience. As the
acolyte brings the flame to the altar, lighting the candles to represent the light of Christ among us, I
think about the important physical parts of the candle. The way I see it, there’s three. The wax, the
wick, and the flame. I've debated with myself which represent the various parts of the Holy
Trinity. Ifeel the wax is God, it’s the main part of the candle, it feeds all. The wick is what I see as
Christ, it extends out of the was while being encased in the wax, it’s purpose to burn bright for us
while being fed by the wax. It sacrifices itself so that we can see. The flame to me is the Holy
Sprit. It provides warmth, lighting our way, leaving us wanting to share the light. The flame is the
one part of the candle that we must bring to the altar, and take from the altar. We can do it if we
choose, or not to if we choose. I've always taken for granted the candles on the altar, they always
seem to be there, never actually “Seeing” anyone place them there. But the flame is the partI see
each and every service being brought to the altar and taken from it. My point is, please take that
flame with you, light everything you see and do with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

If you're thinking “Hey, Steve mentioned earlier he flame is the Light f Christ but then goes on to
say it’s the Holy Spirit” cut me some slack, it’s my first article. Besides the Three are One. John 1:4
“In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.” John 8”12 “I am the Light of the World.”
Amen to that.

Feel free t approach myself or Mark about anything. To encourage this I'll throw out a friendly
challenge. The song that partially inspired me to write this article was by Hall and Oates, do you
know it? Oh, how the Lord moves n mysterious ways.

Peace be with you, Steve Coffman

UPCOMING EVENTS TO WATCH FOR:

Hanging of the Greens will be November 20 at 11:45 am, all are invited to come and help to
decorate the sanctuary for the Advent season and enjoy some wonderful fellowship time.

We are looking for people who would like to do some Christmas Caroling for “Christmas on

Mondamin.” The date of the event is December 3rd from 5-7pm. If you like to sing traditional
Carols and would like to help spread the word about Minooka United Methodist Church at a great

local event please call Mark Bishop at 847-553-6456 .
sthank
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Once again, thank you to everyone who has donated to the Food Pantry this month. Our family
numbers were down from August, but still above average for the year in September. The drop was
partly due to Labor Day weekend being the normal Saturday for the Food Pantry to be open. I expect
the number to climb a little in October.

We made it through September with our church family donations and the two outside food drives the
end of August. The shelves are doing fairly well at the moment, except for the usual drink mixes,
laundry soap, brownies and ketchup. St. Mary’s Church started off the month of October with their all
church food drive and bags keep appearing weekly with new items. They donated a lot of toilet paper
and paper towels which helps us save our monetary donations for milk and eggs. The families are so
grateful for the milk and eggs I doubt we will ever be able to take them off the list.

We have had the Jones Elementary School offer to do a food drive in November, which we happily
accepted. They did ask if their school families would be allowed to use the pantry. This is something
we, as a committee, have been trying to figure out how to do for months. As you know, Minooka
borders Kendall and Will counties and many of those families have Minooka addresses. The problem
is, those counties do not have a program like We Care of Grundy County to screen the clients for us.
We have decided to not let that be a deciding factor and are looking into how we can be available to all
local families that need us in a more determined manner.

Families are currently picking up the applications for the Christmas Baskets. Next month when the
Christmas tree goes up please consider taking a tag or two off the tree to shop for a child. We will be
delivering the Christmas Baskets on Saturday December 17t%. If you would like to help deliver baskets,
save that morning. More information on the basket preparations will be announced in the December
Mustard Seed.

Thank you for the simple meal and cleaning recipes I have received. Keep them coming. I gave clients
arecipe suggestion just this week they are going to try! Sometimes the simplest suggestion can make

the biggest difference.

Jane Carhart
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Conduct Finance Committee
yourselves...
so that.. o
they may Response to Our Christian Vows the
See your month of September
honorable

| deeds and Our Average attendance in September 138
glorify God. September Offering: $19,442
Leerz i September Ridge Road Development Fund: $150

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, make sure to take time to
thank God for all He has given us.

The Stewardship Campaign for 2012 focused on living with Simplicity
and Generosity. I hope you took some time to reflect and apply some of
the principles to your own life. We want to thank all of those who
returned their Estimate of Giving cards promptly. Through your
faithful giving and your faith in those that manage the finances of
Minooka United Methodist Church, God's work can be done. Your
giving in has made a difference in the lives of children, youth, and
adults in our church and beyond.

During the first weeks in November we will be reaching out to those
who did not return a card. (Remember that God honors your
faithfulness and that your acceptance at Minooka United Methodist
Church is not based upon your capacity to give.)

In worship on November 20, we will be dedicating our General Fund
estimates to God as a sign of our thanks for all that God is doing
through us. Please plan to take part by attending worship.

Sue White
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Fall is a beautiful time of the year. I love to see all the leaves change, but can’t say that the raking part is

fun.

My favorite part is getting together with family for the Thanksgiving dinner. No hustle and bustle like

Christmas. Just the three F’s. Family, Food and Football.

[t is also a time when we take time to give thanks. [ would like to share this poem.

Kim Nave, Lay Leader

Thank you, God for everything...
The big things and the small,
For “every good gift comes from God.”
The Giver of them all.

And all too often we accept
Without any thanks or praise,
The gifts God sends as blessings

Each day in many ways.

And so at this Thanksgiving time,
We offer up a prayer,
To thank You, God, for giving us
Alot more than our share.

First, thank You for the little things
That often come our way,
The things we take for granted,

But don’t mention when we pray.
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The unexpected courtesy,
The thoughtful, kindly deed,
A hand reached out to help us

In the time of sudden need.

Oh, make us more aware, dear God,
Of little daily graces
That come to us with “sweet surprise:

From never-dreamed-of places.

Then, thank You for the “miracles”
We are much too blind to see,
And give us new awareness

Of our many gifts from Thee.

And help us to remember
That the key to life and living,
[s to make each prayer a prayer of thanks
And every day Thanksgiving.

by Helen Steiner Rice

Lay Leader News
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Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, we will
not have a FaithTalk meetings on
Saturday, November 26th. FaithTalk @
Work will be Saturday, December 3rd at
8:00 am at Grandma’s restaurant in
Minooka.

Snowbirds

FaithTalk: Youth will be Saturday,
December 3rd and 10th at 10:00 am at
McDonald’s on Route 6 in

Channahon.

It's getting that time of year again
where our “snowbirds” fly south and rY a:\:K
west for warmer winters. Please let p tb

Adrienne in the office know when you F a‘-

leave and return, so we can send your

Newsletter to read, while you sit in
the sun sipping iced tea. Have a
wondertful trip and see you when you
return.

WORSHIP
SCHEDVLE

Schedgle

LOOKING AHEAD AT THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

November 20th 11:45pm Hanging of the Greens
Christmas Eve 5pm, 9pm & 11pm Worship

December 25th 10:00am Worship Service ONLY
January 1st 10:00am Worship Service ONLY
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The Flamingos hoave reterned!

M Migrating Flamingos -

LA . s

_5\ . Youth Fundraiser _5\ ;
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{ \ $10 to have flamingos placed in a yard { \
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\\ - For more details and sign up, \\ \_

see John Nave, Council on Youth Chair
Children's Choir

November 27th - 9:00am service. Grades 2-5 will meet at 8:00am to practice. Grades Pre-K through
1st should be at church by 8:45am. All children will sit with their parents. * We will NOT sing on
Christmas. The Christmas play will be our opportunity to sing in December.

Sunday School Assistants and Subs Needed - We are still
looking for help during Sunday School. Please consider

helping us. You do not need to commit to every Sunday.
Our church is growing and if we cannot adhere to the
UMC's Safe Sanctuary policy, we may have to cancel our
programs. The children are our future, if we cannot offer
programs, we will not be a welcoming congregation to
families with young children.

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Sunday School Christmas Play - Sunday December 11th
9:00am All children grades Pre-k thru 5th will be participating. If your child is unable to
participate, please let us know ASAP.

Rehearsal Sunday December 4th - 12:00pm-1:30

If you have any questions, concerns or ideas, or are called to be part of the children's ministry team
in any way, please contact Nicole Bishop at RudancinZ@yahoo.com.
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United Methodist Women Ne

ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF THE CHURCH. Invite from friends and family for a presentation of the
Kairo’s Women'’s Prison Ministry scheduled for November 14th, Linda Walker and Rev. Beth L. Galbreath
from Woodridge United Methodist will be our presenters. Refreshments will be provided at both
meeting times. We will be meeting in the sanctuary.

Thank you to all the ladies that helped out ushering, greeting and with fellowship for UMW Sunday. A
special “Thanks” to Lori Butler for lay reading.

Thank you to everything that donated cookies for the Crop Walk. The walker’s had a lot of varieties to
choose from.

The UMW COOKIE SALE will be Saturday, December 10t from 8:30 - 12 noon. Buckets will be sold for
$12 each and you pick out your favorite cookies. Sign up sheets for bakers are in the back of the
sanctuary.

Watch your bulletins for final details for the UMW Christmas dinner. It will be Saturday, December 10th
at 5:55pm. We will be taking donations of baby items for “Under His Wings”. Upcoming information on
the price and menu.

God bless, Kim Nave, UMW President

Spirit Committee presents a Lunch and Learn Ladies Workshop
“Getting Ready for thiy¢

Would you like to learn how to wrap beautiful baskets, gifts, make beautiful

bows and wonderful Christmas cards? You will be impressed with how easy

it is with all the tips and tricks we will show you. This is a great opportunity
for “hands on” so you can learn before you go home . The afternoon starts

with a delicious lunch and demonstrations, ending with loads of door prizes
and hands on opportunities. Sound like fun? Then join us!!

Saturday, Nov. 12 11:30 am - 3 pm LUNCH INCLUDED
$10 RESERVATIONS / Payment required due to limited seating

Questions/Tickets - See Maria Larabee 815-475-7169

ol
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Through the tender mercy of our God, the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those who wait
in darkness. ~Luke 1:78

Thank you to all those who volunteered to cook and serve meals at Daybreak in recent weeks. A special
thank you to Hanna Dilday, Ruth Hanna and Pam Dilday for filling in for some of our regulars last month.
As colder weather moves in, the needs at Daybreak will surely be greater. Please check the list below and
consider how you might help.

The current needs at Daybreak include:

Clothing suitable for the season, new socks, new underwear.

Hygiene Products - hair gel, razors, shaving cream, deodorant, lotion, tampons, sanitary pads, African
American hair products, combs and brushes, fragrance free hygiene products

Baby Items - disposable diapers (size 1-6), baby wipes

Household - laundry soap, white twin size sheets, pillow cases, white twin size thermal blankets, and
white bath towels/wash cloths, paper towels, toilet paper

These items may be placed in the collection box in the narthex.

Thanks to all of you who continue to contribute to this worthwhile ministry.

May God bless you richly, and may you in turn bless others. for
Serving!

Chris White
2011 Daybreak Coordinator

Annual Church
Conference

Thursday
November 17th

7:00 pm
Held in the sanctuary.

Everyone is invited to attend this
very important conference of the
life of our church in

2011.
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Thank you to the great treat providers for September. These committees deserve a great
pat on the back for the wonderful spreads and fabulous treats provided this month for
everyone to enjoy.

Evangelism Committee — Mari Kirsch, Chair

Worship Committee - held outside on a beautiful day - Mark Bishop, and Steve Coffman,
Chairs

UMW - Kim Nave, President of the United Methodist Women.

We prepared 9 college baskets full of goodies for our college students. Many of you
provided all the great “stuff” we used in our baskets, thank you! You should be proud of
providing our college kids the joy they get upon opening our church care packages. The
boxes were nice and full with treats and school supplies. They will just love them!! A special
thank you to Lori Butler’s company, Expert OPTK in Shorewood for providing the boxes for
the college baskets. They were just the right size!

Maria Larabee, Chair, Spirit Committee

Come and enjoy our

monthly The Mustard Seed is
breakfasts held the published monthly for the
2nd Saturday Minooka United Methodist
of each month in the annex Church. Submissions for
at 7:30 a.m. the December2011 issue
November 12th must be turned in to the
All men are invited! office by Thursday,
—_ November10th. E-mail is

i I
No reservations needed! preferred, but not

Held in the annex. ( \/ required. Please direct any
2

/ questions to Adrienne

Hartman, editor.

mumc?322(@aol.com
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BIRTHDAYS
1 Ray Lindley
4 Jody Moorman
6 Dorothy Bols
9 Liliana Randich
9 Heather Thompson
11 Miriam Staley
12 Terry Pease
13 Nancy Hanley
14 Karen Nave

15 Don Carhart

15 Jackie Kinsella
15 Sarah Beitler
15 Amy Pease
20 Eddie Eddy, Jr.
20 Frank Hathcock
20 Katie Satorius
20 Barb Thompson
26 Barb Winterbottom
27 Kim Allgaeuer
29 Kira Cailteux
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& Anniversaries

Jim & Helen Daly

Jon & Lauren Bivens
20 Ray & Pearl Lindley
21 Ron & Jan Stadt

John, Sheri, Jacob & Lucas Glendinning would like to share their
new address and phone with all their friends and family here at
Minooka UMC. The Glendinning’s moved to Florida back in March
of this year. They would love to hear from us. 710 Palmer Way,
Melbourme, FL 32940, |S|[L14@sbcglobal.net, phone 321-622-
4779

Dear Minooka United Methodist Church, Thank you all very much
for the thoughtful college welcome package, I couldn't imagine
that I could get so many helpful things in one box, from school
supplies to snacks to CD cases and everything in between. It was
really a great surprise to find such a nice package in my mailbox
and I really appreciate the kindness and generosity of everyone
who helped make it possible at Minooka UMC, thank you!

Wishing everyone back home the very best, Glen Nemitz
University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign

Thank you for my wonderful college basket! Everything in it was
great and the girls on the rugby team definitely helped me finish
off all the snacks. The bags of popcorn only lasted about two
movies, the candy even less than that. Thank you so much and I
cannot wait for my next one! See you all soon (:Taylor Hartman,
ISU
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Visit us at
www.minookaumc.com

QOpen hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church®

Spirit Committee presents a

Lunch and Learn Ladies
Workshop

“Getting Ready
Hol i days”

See page 9 for details

h e



