
  

 

Ah, Summertime –time for Sabbath Rest 

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and 

he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.  So God blessed 

the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation.                                                                 Genesis 2:2-3  NRSV 

What’s not to love about summer, beyond the heat and humidity that is…. There’s just something about 

summer that says that it’s time to relax and take life a little easier.  It’s time to sit outside and sip something 

refreshing. 

I find it reassuring that our Scriptures about creation tell us that God created rest.  After having worked for six 

days straight (and actually having finished the job!) God rested.  God set the seventh day aside for rest – and 

then commanded that we rest from our labors as well.  It’s the fourth commandment, so we’re supposed to 

practice it. 

It’s interesting that faithful people have struggled to accept this gift of rest, even from the very early days of 

worshiping God. The ancient Jewish people had 39 specific acts that were prohibited on the Sabbath day so 

that it became more of a test of faith to keep the Sabbath than a gift received from God.  I’ve even heard a 

Jewish legend that the Messiah would come on the day that all Jewish people managed to keep the Sabbath 

completely, but it’s so hard that the Messiah might never be able to come. 

While Jesus was alive, Sabbath was so badly practiced that Jesus criticized the Jewish people for their 

legalistic approach, which prevented even common sense caring for others.  And Christians have had several 

periods in history where Sunday (the Christian tradition is that Sabbath is on Sunday to celebrate the 

resurrection) was pretty bleak and certainly not restful.  And even in our American history, we can learn about 

the painful practices of Sabbath keeping our Puritan ancestors followed.  Somehow, we have a gift, a 

commandment of rest, but we have a hard time enjoying it! 

As summer approaches it’s a good time to think about trying to keep Sabbath in the way the gift was intended.  

The creation story in Genesis says that God finished the work, then looked at the creation and saw that it was 

good.  That seventh day was a day to refresh, renew, and remember with pleasure the work done.  And it 

should be similar for us.  Sabbath is a time to be refreshed after a hard period of work. It’s a time to renew our 

relationships with our loved ones and with God.  And it’s a time to feel the satisfaction of work well done. The 

Sabbath day is a holy day, a day to be surrounded by God’s presence.  Worship, Bible reading and just 

enjoying this beautiful earth are all good ways to revere God. 

In our modern world, it can be difficult to set aside a whole day, but hopefully we can find a couple of hours 

each week.  I hope that we can all take some time this summer to enjoy Sabbath – if not during this season, 

when will we do it? 

Peace, 

Pastor Mary 

Musings from Mary on 
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Minooka United Methodist 

Church 

205 West Church Street 

Minooka, IL  60447 

 

Worship Schedule 

9:00 am Sunday Service 

10:45 am Summer Sunday School 

10:45 am Sunday Service 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday ~ Thursday 

8:30am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 - 12:00 pm 

Church Fax:  815-467-8210 

Church e-mail:  

mumc2322@aol.com 

Website: 

minookaumc.com 

Pastor 

Mary Zajac 

Home:  815-467-2949 

Email: 

pastormaryz@sbcglobal.net 

June Schedule 
 

June 5 ASP Commissioning at 9 AM 

 Pearl Lindley preaching  

June 8th  Annual Conference begins 

June 11th  ASP Teams leave 

June 12 Communion/New Members Sunday 

June 18th  ASP Teams return 

June 19 Father’s Day  

 Deacon Sharon Preaching 

June 26 ASP worship services
  

 

 

Summer Sunday School 

 

Summer Sunday School will begin on June 5th and will run 
through July 24th.  Class will meet in the Senior High 
room from 10:45-11:45 and will be taught by Mrs. Joy 

Clendening.  We will NOT have an official Children's choir 
practice time. However, at the beginning of each class the 

children will sing together.  If you are interested in helping  
Mrs. Joy, please let us know.   
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Minooka United Methodist Church is very proud 
to be sending 4 teams of our Senior High 
youth down to the Appalachian’s on June 11th.  
This is our 11th year heading south east to do 
God's work.   We will be in Martin County, 
Kentucky, which is on the border of West Virginia.  
We have never been to this county before and are 
furthest north as well. 

 

This ASP (Appalachia Service Project) has taken on a life of its own amongst the Senior High 
age youth of our church.  This ministry itself seems to mold our youth into the very dedicated 
and caring persons that they become.  We are so proud of each and every one of them.  To 
watch these young people accomplish what they do in home repairs and soul repairs reminds 
us of the blessings in our midst.  All our missionaries realize the importance of their trip, 
WWJD. 

 

This year’s leaders are ~ Marlin Hartman, Jim & Lorain Clausen, Beth Froidcoeur, Kim Nave, 
Brian Spencer, Les Dilday, Dean Geyer and Susan Cailteux. 

 

This year’s youth are ~ Jessica Froidcoeur, Trevor Spencer, Aaron Graff, Kelsey Dilday, Andrew 
Moorman, Kristina Parro, Bayley Clausen, Derek Dailey, Caleb Froidcoeur, Dutch Nave, 
Maverick Nave, Anna Geyer, Brian Parro, Ashley Grygiene, Alexa Maffei, Connor Spencer and 
Jacob Tarter. 

 

 

Want to see pictures from the Plant Sale?  Go to the church website  

www.minookaumc.com, click on top right of Home page, Media Center. 
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DAYBREAK NEWS, June 2011 
Through the tender mercy of our God, the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those who wait in 

darkness. ~Luke 1:78 

Be watching the bulletin for more information regarding the upcoming MUMC rummage sale! Dates are July 

7-9. Times will be announced. Proceeds will go toward our outreach at Daybreak.  Please collect items to 

donate to the sale. Items may consist of children’s clothing, shoes, toys and games, household items, seasonal 

decorations, knick-knacks, collectibles, costume jewelry, tools and exercise equipment. Volunteers are needed 

for setting up the sale, working the sale, and clean-up. Please don’t drop anything off at the church until 

June 15 or later! Sale items will be stored in the Sunday School classrooms until set-up of the sale. 
  

Daybreak Shelter is always in need! The current list is: 

  

       NEW seasonal clothing items for men, women & children 

       Men’s & Women’s deodorant 

       Jeans for men, women & children 

       Razors and shaving cream 

       Back-packs/Board games for our upcoming back to school fair 

       Sunscreen/Bug Spray 

       Women’s underwear 

       Hair care products for African-Americans 

       Body wash & lotion 

       Baby wipes & diapers 

       Combs & brushes 
 

These items may be placed in the collection box in the narthex. 

  

Thanks to all of you who continue to donate to this worthwhile ministry. 

  

May God bless you richly, and may you in turn bless others. 

  

Chris White, 2011 Daybreak Coordinator 

 

Spirit Committee 
 

Thank you to all who provided fellowship treats for April.  Great job and thanks to: The Trustees 

who hosted as a Committee on two Sundays. Karen Nave and Pastor Mary for Confirmation Sunday. 

  

We could use some help the month of June.   

  

A special thanks to Kim and John Nave's Sunday School class, Lori Butler, Adrienne Hartman for getting 

the college baskets filled and mailed out. Thank you everyone who donated items for the baskets.  You 

were very generous. Our college students loved them!  
  

Maria Larabee, Chairperson 



  

 

 

Clothing 

Toys & games 

Home décor 

Costume jewelry 

Lawn & garden items 

Seasonal decorations 

Books 

Collectibles 

Tools 

Treasures of all kinds! 

 

 

Minooka United Methodist Church Annex 

July 7-9 (times to be announced) 

Donations of clean usable items accepted from June 15-July 5. 

Proceeds will support our outreach at Daybreak Shelter. 

Call Chris or Sue White (416-0922) 

To volunteer to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING SOON!!! 

ALL CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE!!! 

 



  

 

 

How would you like to serve the church and raise approximately $2000 a year for the church budget?  
We are currently in need of a person to lead the "Scrip Card Program."  With $2000 we can pay for a 
year of snowplowing. With $2000 we can pay for our Christian Ed Curriculum for a year. With $2000 we 
can pay for the church's Rainbow Covenant.  With $2000 we can pay for worship expenses.  These are 
only a few of the many important expenses we have as a church that the money raised via the Scrip 
Program can help support.  In addition, the amount that can be raised has no cap on it.   Do you feel 
called to be a leader and take on this important ministry?  You need not do it all yourself, just be 
the coordinator.  Please contact Sue White, Finance Chair at 815-467-2961.  
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Finance “Fun!” 

As a committee we get to … 

Count the money every week 

Make a deposit into the bank 

Pay the bills 

Re-direct monies collected for special offerings 

Maintain records of what "category" the money was allocated to 

Maintain a budget and provide reports to each committee on where the monies were                         

spent or deposited 

Invest excess funds wisely and to gain the most interest without losing any of the Principal 

Have monthly committee meetings 

Review/Approve all fund raising activities 

Provide monthly reports to the Church Council on the status of the Church Finances 

 

Where does the money come from?  It is YOU, the congregation.  Without you, the Church could 

not provide the building to hold services in.  Without you, the Church could not pay the utility 

bills.  Without you, the Church could not provide the youth education.  Without you, donations to 

the poor and needy could not be made.  Without you, there would be no need for the Finance 

Committee. 
  

Summer is here and the church must still pay the bills to meet operating  

expenses.  Just as you would take care of your pets needs while you are  

away, the church needs your attention as well.  If you are going to be  

away on vacation consider paying ahead on your pledge. 
  

Sue White 

Finance Chair 

 

Finance Committee 
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Response to Our Christian Vows the month 
of April 

Our  Average attendance in April 163 

April Offering: $22,729 

April Ridge Road Development Fund: $430 

 

Summer is Coming! 

Summer is coming and everybody gets busy going many directions.  To help keep our general fund in 
good standing, it would certainly be appreciated if you could keep our church in your budget.   

If you are a person that pays your bills on the computer by the debit process through 
your bank, did you know you can have your bank send a check for your offering to Minooka United 
Methodist Church?  You can schedule your bank to send a check even if you do not use the computer to 
pay your bills.  You can have the check scheduled to be sent even when you are unable to attend 
church.  If you have any questions, please give me a call.  Karen Crawshaw, Financial Secretary 815-
467-1674 

 

Come and enjoy our monthly                             
breakfasts held the  

2nd Saturday  

of  each month in the annex  

at 7:30 a.m. 

June 11th  

All men are invited! 

No reservations needed! 

Held in  the annex. 
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Summer Sunday School  

Beginning Sunday June 5th children ages Pre-K through 5th will meet in the Annex from 10:45-11:45. 
There will be no official children's choir practice during the summer.  We will incorporate singing 
during the Sunday School lesson.  

Vacation Bible School  

Join us this summer on our trek through Egypt.  July 17th -22nd from 5:45-8:00pm.  Volunteers are still 
needed, please consider helping us with this Ministry.  It will be a good time for all! 

Donations Needed  

We are in need of old bed sheets any size.  We are looking for solid, striped, checked or geometrical 
patterns.  We do not need floral, or children's characters.  Please drop off all donations outside of the 
Christian Education Office and mark VBS on them.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns about Christian Education and any of its Ministries, or if you are 
called to be part of our team, please contact Nicole Bishop at 815-467-5141 or Rudancin2@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education 
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Around the Parish …. 
 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Pease.  Beth graduated on May 7th from ISU with a BS in Communications.  
Great job! 
 

Alexandra Robinson graduated Cum Laude from Aurora University and has been accepted to Midwestern 
University in the fall for a degree in Occupational Therapy.  Alex is the daughter of Rebecca Yard and Brian 
Robinson of Morris and granddaughter of Ira and Thelma White.  Congratulations, Alex!!!! 

Hey MUMC,  Just wanted to write and thank you so much for my care package!  Sorry 
for the delayed email, I actually just got the package this week, somehow it got sent to 
my old apartment! hah!  (luckily the girls were nice enough to contact me!).  Although 
everyone has finals and school is coming to an end, I unfortunately just have midterms 
and do not get out until June 7, so all of these snacks will be great for the rest of my 
quarter.  Again, thank you so so much! I will see you all the summer!  Jayme McGehee, 
Student at DePaul University 

 

 

 

 

UMW NEWS 
 

Well, ladies we had a busy year this year with a lot of news projects. Thank you to everyone that came to 
the meetings, helped out with the cookie sale, bake sale (check to ASP was for $400.00), pillowcases and 
everything else.  
 

I believe that everyone would agree that the daytime UMW meeting was a success. We will be on the 
same schedule when we start meeting again in September so mark your calendars!!!  Monday, 
September 12th, will be our next meeting when  Sharon Schmitt will be giving a short presentation, 
followed by a video on the Kairos Prison Ministry. We will be serving refreshments also. 
 

Watch the bulletin and mustard seed for Summer Fest updates. Hopefully, the Lions Club will ask us 
again to run the Moon Bouncer.  I will be looking for people to take shifts. If we can get enough people 
we’ll only have to work 1 hour shifts. 

 

EVENING CIRCLE Don ’t forget everyone is invited to join the  Evening Circle  group for pie  at Baker's 
Square on June 13th.   We'll meet at the Annex at 6:30pm to carpool or you can meet us at 7:00pm at 
Baker's Square on Jefferson Street in Joliet.  

 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT YOUR “SECRET PAL”.  I can’t wait to see what little surprises I find left for me. 
  

Kim Nave, UMW President 

United Methodist Women News 
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Happy June to everyone. Summer is here, we’re working hard in our gardens, bike riding and hav-
ing fun in the sun. This is also an important month when we honor our fathers.  

 

Most important we need to honor our Heavenly Father.  In Matthew 6:9, Jesus told us to address 
God as “Our Father who is in heaven..”  Jesus could have told us to address God in many other ways 
besides Father.   He could have told us to pray, Our Savior, Our Friend or Our Lord. But he taught us 
to address Him as Father when we pray.  We can learn about the character of our Heavenly Father 
by studying Scripture.  We can also learn about His character from our relationship with our par-
ents.  They have the responsibility of reflecting God’s character, to nurture and care for us and to 
always be there when we need them most.  

 

My parents are no exception. They have cared and nurtured me in everyday life and spiritually.  I 
am the kind of person because of the way they lived their lives and what they did for other people. 

 

There is a special man in my life that has shown me how to put others first, that it’s not always the 
quantity of time, but the quality of time.  He taught me to appreciate and respect the wonders that 
God has created, how to garden and how to build things.  If you haven’t guessed, I’m talking about 
my dad. As I grew up, I watched my dad do some amazing things. He was a fireman for 22 years, 
and for 12 of them he was chief.  I witnessed him running into a burning building because he knew 
there were people that needed him.  He would leave the house at 2:00 am because one of the eld-
erly residents had a beeping smoke detector.  I could go on and on with stories about the selfless 
things he has done.  The town of Mokena declared October 30th as “Delbert Yunker Day” 19 years 
ago when he was forced to retire from complications from Hepatitis C.  He has been called a hero 
and a man of respect.   My dad has been a amazing role model of the person I always want to be 
and he is my friend.   I thank my Heavenly Father for giving me “MY DAD”. 

 

God bless,  Kim Nave. Lay Leader 
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The Mustard Seed is    
published monthly for the 

Minooka United Methodist 
Church. Submissions for 
the July 2011 issue must 
be turned in to the office 

by Friday, June 10th.         
E-mail is preferred, but 

not required.  Please direct 
any questions to Adrienne 

Hartman, editor.   

mumc2322@aol.com  
THANKS 

 

 

 

 6 Lois and Melanie Loza 

 7 Jim & Patty McGehee 

 10 Paul & Katie Hulbert 

 10 James & Beth Reitz 

 12 Craig & Dawn Nemitz 

 13 Terry & Amy Pease 

 13 Jeff & Susan Spencer 

 15 Maurice & Alice Davenport 

20  Eric & Robin Johnston 

 23 Larry & Karen Larson 

 24 Ira & Thelma White 

 25 Jim & Connie Kloiber 

 26 Larry & Estelle Korelc 

 28 Dick & Liz Figge 

 29 Brian & Jolyn Lamping 

June Anniversaries 
 2 Lorain Clausen 

 2 Jeff Hanley 

 2 Nolan Simios 

 3 Karen Pubentz 

 4 Alexa Maffei 

 6 Dave Murley 

 7 Beth Reitz 

 7 Ava Staley 

 8 Kyle Coffman 

 8 Jeffery Tredennick 

 9 Michael Ambrose 

 11 Rod Daulton 

12 Chuck Beck 

12 Alan Dorick 

12 Zach Hanley 

12 Gail Flatness 

13 Logan Casagrande 

13 Kimberly Nave 

14 Kyle Kasmer 

16 Martha Ann Harvey 

16 Carol Webb 

16 Jim Webb 

18 Jacob Green 

19 Aaron Satorius 

21 Christopher Flatness 

22 Kelly McGrath 

22 Jake Vercelli 

23 Pat Knudson 

24 Lori Butler 

25 Kyla Harvey 

26 Andrew Moorman 

27 Cody Murley 

28 Taylor Hartman 

29 Brian Lamping 

29 JT Spencer 

30 Alexis Froidcoeur 

30 Lucas Glendinning 

30 Beth Pease 

30  Ron Tredennick  

BIRTHDAYS 
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Preschool Graduates 

 Ross Gunderson, (son of Val & Brad Gunderson) 

 Paige Vause, (grandparents ~ Mike & Chris Vause) 

 

Eight Grade Graduates 

 Brendan McGrath, Sara O’Connell, Connor Spencer,  

 Austin Thompson & Matti Walter 

 

High School Graduates 

 

 Logan Claybaugh, Brian Falvey, Jessica Froidcoeur,          
 Andrew Moorman, Krissy Stewart, Sara Tredennick,  
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June Schedule 
 

 June 5 ASP Commissioning at 9 AM 

  Pearl Lindley preaching  

 June 8th  Annual Conference begins 

 June 11th  ASP Teams leave 

 June 12 Communion/New Members Sunday 

 June 18th  ASP Teams return 

 June 19 Father’s Day  

  Deacon Sharon Preaching 

 June 26 ASP worship services  

Or Current Resident 


