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Mugings from Mary - Migsion Possi6le

As I mentioned in last month’s article, the Church Council has approved
a mission statement for our church. It's short and easy to remember.
To refresh your memory, the single sentence description of our mission is:
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Build a Christian community where people are becoming deeply committed Christians.

Even though the sentence begins with the word, “Build,” the mission statement should not be confused
with the concept of building a new building. The congregation did take an important step on June 27
when the Charge Conference voted to formalize our partnership with the Greater Joliet Area YMCA and
begin a building campaign. However, building a new church building is not our primary mission. Our
primary mission is to build a Christian community where people grow spiritually. A new building, with
a community oriented partnership can be an important tool to help us accomplish our Christian mission.

Even though it took us a while to write our mission statement, it isn’t really all that new. When I read
Ephesians 4:11-13, [ get the sense that this was God’s intent for the Christian church all along. Read
what Paul writes to the church in Ephesus about their community and see if it sounds similar to you.

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all
of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ.

[ hope you find it exciting to intentionally align ourselves with God’s plan for Christ’s church!

You may wonder where we begin with our mission, and perhaps even whether we are “good enough”
already. The truth is, we are already underway, but we have definitely not arrived. If you think of the
word, “build,” it implies planning and structure. We've started to define some of the structure by
introducing the concept of the discipleship pathway - Meet, Know, Grow and Go. However, we are a
very busy church with important administrative meetings almost every weeknight and little time to
actually focus on our own “growing up in every way.” Therefore, one of the first actions will need to be
clearing some time and space to lay out the discipleship pathway foundation and begin to build on top of
it. In addition, our mission extends to people beyond our current church family. Another key step in
working to fulfill our mission is to begin to invite new people into our Christian community so they too
can walk that discipleship pathway and experience the growth we seek.

These are exciting days for our community as we envision the future God has for us
and seek to walk intentionally toward it. These are exciting days, for we do not walk
alone. We seek to walk with God, for God makes our mission “possible.”

In Christ,
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Minooka United Methodist
Church

205 West Church Street

Minooka, IL 60447

Worship Schedule

9:00 am Sunday Service
10:45 am Summer Sunday School

10:45 am Sunday Service
Church Office Hours:

Monday ~ Thursday

8:30am - 3:30 pm
Friday
8:30 - 12:00 pm
Church Fax: 815-467-8210

Church e-mail:
mumc2322(@aol.com

Website:
minookaumc.com
Pastor
Mary Zajac
Home: 815-467-2949
Email:

pastormaryz(@sbcglobal.net
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Youth BB

Sunday, August 21st

Parents and 6™ — 12" grade
youth are invited to join us
from 12:30-3pm for a
special BBQ, plus a youth
vs. parent bean bag
tournament, ladder golf,
and other fun games! Bring
a dessert or side dish to
share! We’ll provide the
meat and beverages.
THEN, on Sunday, Aug.
29, our youth schedule will
return with Jr. High Youth
Fellowship (6"-8" graders)
meeting from 3-5pm, and
Sr. High Youth Fellowship
(9"-12"™ graders) meeting
from 5-7pm.

Christian Education has
decided to extend Summer
Sunday School through the
month of August. Summer
Sunday School will continue
on Sundays in the Senior
High Sunday School room
from 10:45 to 11:45 am
through August 14th. Joy
Clendening and Mari Kirsch
will continue to be our
faithful teachers.

August 7th
August 14th
August 21st

August Schedule

Deacon Sharon preaching

Last day of Summer Sunday School

Fall Soccer Sunday resumes

Fall Youth Groups resume

August 28th 9:00 am Worship here at Minooka UMC
10:30 am Worship in Channahon




Calling all youth entering into 8th grade.
Pastor Mary will be teaching a
CONFIRMATION CLASS starting in
September. This class is offered to our youth
entering 8th grade. Confirmation Sunday will
be May 20th of 2012. Please call the church
office 815-467-2322 to sign your child up

today. Thanks.

Confirmation Class
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Faith Talk for Youth

THE PARK

Are you interested in exploring faith a
little more deeply? Come and join Pastor
Mary and Deacon Sharon in a twice a
month group we’re calling Faithtalk for
Youth. The group’s August meetings will
be on Saturday, August 13 and 27 at 10:00
AM, at the McDonalds at Ridge and Rte 6.
There will be a little reading (and some
thinking!) between meetings, but no
heavy duty homework. We’re going to
begin by looking at a few writings by C.S.
Lewis, a well-known lay person who
wrote many excellent books on the
subject of Christianity in addition to his
best known children’s books, “The
Chronicles of Narnia.” Please let Deacon
Sharon or Pastor Mary know if you're
interested, but the time doesn’t work out,
and we'll try to figure out a time that

Worship and Picnic In The Park - August 28 at 10:30

There will be two services on Sunday August 28. At 9:00 we’ll be worshipping in our sanctuary and
at 10:30 we’ll be gathering at Four Rivers Education Center for an ecumenical worship service with
Channahon United Methodist Church and Resurrection Lutheran Church. The education center is
located at 25055 W. Walnut Lane, off of Blackberry Lane south of Bridge Street in Channahon. After
worship we’ll be having a simple picnic of hotdogs, sides and dessert. You can bring your regular
offering, just make sure that it is in an envelope that indicates which church it should go to.
Otherwise, all you need to bring is a canned good as a part of our offering, a chair, and possibly sun

screen or bug spray!

The theme of our worship is baptism. We'll be remembering and celebrating our own baptisms and
possibly even celebrating a baptism together. Hope to see you there!
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Through the tender mercy of our God, the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those
who wait in darkness. ~Luke 1:78

Thank you to all who helped with the rummage sale July 7-9. We worked hard, hopefully had
some fun, and raised over $2300 to be used toward meals our own volunteers cook and serve
at Daybreak Shelter. The help with the rummage sale was nothing short of exceptional! I also
want to thank those who donated items to the sale (including the Heaphy family and Boy
Scouts), those who came to purchase items, and those who promoted the sale in any other way.
Several of the volunteers discussed making this an annual event, so start preparing now for
next year’s sale!

Thank you to all who donated red pens for the Will County Back to School Fair. The Fair will be
Thursday, August 4, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the University of St. Francis in Joliet.

Daybreak's Wish List

NEW seasonal clothing items for men, women & children
Men’s & Women'’s deodorant

Jeans for men, women & children

Razors and shaving cream

Back-packs/Board games for our upcoming back to school fair
Sunscreen/Bug Spray

Women’s underwear

Hair care products for African-Americans

Body wash & lotion

Baby wipes & diapers

Combs & brushes

+++++++++4++

Please help us stock up on these much needed items!

If you'd like to learn more about Daybreak and the work being done there, visit www.cc-doj.org.

May God bless you richly, and may you in turn bless others.

Chris White, 2011 Daybreak Coordinator



http://www.cc-doj.org/
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Charge Conference approves two proposals

81 members of the congregation gathered on June 27 for an important vote regarding the future of
Minooka United Methodist Church. With more than 70% approval, the congregation charged the
Building Committee to pursue a collaborative partnership with the Joliet Y for the purpose of building a
structure together on Ridge Road. Also approved was the creation of a capital campaign of $1.5 million
to fund this project.

During the Checkpoint meetings and the Charge Conference, many people voiced concern related to the
financial load the project would bring to the church. Just as the Israelites thought about moving to the
Promised Land, the task seems overwhelming. But no task is overwhelming to God. We will need to
work faithfully and hard over a long period of time to gather the funds to build, but it can be done.

We are not approaching this effort with a “build it and they will come” mentality. The primary mission
of the church is to build a Christian community where people grow spiritually. Your continued prayers
asking for God’s guidance will move the church towards the next steps of realizing this mission, and the
vision for our future home.

This vote brings us across an important “line”, the line between a thought and an action plan. Priorities
as a result of the vote include work with an attorney to begin to draw up a letter of intent as well as
creation of a draft partnership agreement between the church and the Y. As this portion of the
project moves forward, many questions will be answered and new questions will
appear.

Stay tuned for more information as the project progresses. We’ll do our best to
keep the congregation up to date.

Gail Chase and Liz Figge, Co-Chairs, Building Committee

Ten years have already passed since the attack on the United States. Our
community Fire Departments, Police Departments, and churches are
gathering together for a “Memorial Service”. This community event will
be held at the Minooka Community High School at 2:00 pm. For more
information you can contact Captain Marlin Hartman, Minooka Fire

Department.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
L

SEPTEMBER 11

Honoring Our g2

will have their annual “Fireman/Policemen Appreciation Picnic” .POI I.Ce and
held out at Dollinger’s Farm. What a perfect way to end this F| ref|g hters
momentous day.

Following this service, Minooka UMC along with Channahon UMC
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552/ | yourselves... Finance Committee

—— sothat...
they may Response to Our Christian Vows the
see your month of June
honorable
deeds and Our Average attendance in June 134

~~= glorify God. June Offering: $17,130
et 21 June Ridge Road Development Fund: $295

A Necessary Note on Giving to Support
Current Expenses

We’ve noticed something unexpected since

Some people are choosing to give part of
their offerings to the Ridge Road
Development Fund by marking an amount
on the front of their envelopes. It’s great to
have money flowing into that fund, but
only if we can meet our current expenses
first. When we had our stewardship
campaign in the Fall of 2010, we asked
people to estimate their giving for the
2011 year toward each fund. Please do not
change that allocation now. Once an
offering is designated to go to the Ridge
Road Development Fund, it is not available
to be utilized for current expenses like
salaries, air conditioning, and repairs.

We welcome regular contributions to the
Ridge Road Development Fund. However,
please meet or exceed your Estimate of
Giving for current expenses first.

Thank-youl!

The Finance Committee

the Charge Conference meeting on June 27.

A note from your Finance Chair:

[ was in the process of helping missions with the
church rummage sale when I came across this poem. It
was a perfect pause in my day. Enjoy the rest of your
summer and take time to enjoy all the things God has

given to you. R
) A
Take Time — "
G eThanks$
with a
Take time to think... graterul |
it is the source of power. Hears

Take time to play...
it is the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to read...
it is the fountain of wisdom.
Take time to pray...
it is the greatest power on earth.
Take time to love and be loved...
itis a God-given privilege.
Take time to be friendly...
it is the road to happiness.
Take time to laugh...
it is the music of the soul.
Take time to give...
it is too short a day to be selfish.
Take time to work...
it is the price of success.
Take time to do charity...
itis the key to fulfillment.

-Author Unknown

Sue White, Finance Chair




MUMUC Helping Hands Food Pantry

in need of donations ~

Please take one of the yellow bags located in the fellowship hall
over the fAfood donation
following items:

canned tuna, canned chicken, mostaccioli noodles, elbow
noodles, olive oil, vegetable oil, sugar, drink mixes such as
lemonade, Kool Aid, tea, coffee, and laundry soap.

~n Fellowship

box(Time i

Come and enjoy our
monthly
breakfasts held the

2nd Saturday

of each month in the annex

at 7:30 a.m. BpeakPaSt
August 13th P Payep
All men are invited! GPOUP

No reservations needed!

Held in the annex.

18th 8am—noon in the
annex. This brunch helps
fund the yearly ASP

Brunch

Spirit Committee Update:

Thank you everyone that served
treats in June: Adrienne Hartman
(several times), Maria Larabee,

Jo Coop, Staff Parish (for Deacon
Sharon Celebration), Gail Chase, Jan
Stadt. It's great to see several
committees have signed up for July .
Thank You!

Fellowship is a great mission, right
here close to home.

Maria Larabee,
Spirit Committee Chair

The annual “Spring (Appalachia Service supports this
Brunch” was moved to the  Project) trip. Watchthe  wonderful brunch.
fall this year due to the late  bulletin for more Looking forward to
Lenten Season which over  information. Tickets this years fall
lapped into the “Plant Sale” will be available for theme.

potting. Our “Fall Brunch” presale to help our chefs
will be Sunday, September  with the count.

Maria Larabee

Thanks in advance to
everyone who always

FALL BRUNCH
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st Women News

United Methodt

Hello Ladies!! It's August already and in 1 more month we will be starting UMW meetings again. Thank
you again for a awesome year.

Summerfest is scheduled for August 27th, Still waiting to hear if the Lion’s Club will need us to work the
moon bouncer for that event. Watch your bulletins. We would need volunteers to work 1 to 2 hour
shifts.

We will be kicking off September with the UMW Sunday on the 25t. I’'m looking for ladies to layread,
lead the children’s message, usher and provide fellowship for that Sunday.

Our meetings will again be the 2rd Monday of the month at the 11:00 am and 7:00 pm times. Sharon
Schmitt from the Kairos Prison Ministry will be giving a short presentation followed by a video with re-
freshment.

The pillowcases that we made were sent to the United Methodist Children’s Home. Markus Holland said
the children really loved them and were excited picking out their pillowcase. We have another sewing
project for the October meeting. We will be making dresses and shorts for children in Africa. We have
left over material from the pillowcases, but still need more cotton blend material.

Great job “Secret Pals”!! | have been seeing a lot of cards and packages around the church mailboxes.
Thank you to my “Secret Pal” for the cards and Sudoko puzzles.

Mark you calendars for all these important dates and I'll see you in September.

Kim Nave, UMW President

SRgHIS) ERFGAS] BRI




We’ve wrapped up another successful VBS on July 17-22nd exploring “Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from
Prison to Palace”. The kids had a great time with their “Families” exploring each of the Market Places
that were set up in the Annex and outside. We are excited this year that due to our church family—we
were able to provide the VBS for FREE!! Many thanks to ALL of our volunteers, whether you helped out
during VBS or behind the scenes...as well as providing the much needed donations of food, supplies and
scholarships. Our mission project was once again collecting items for the Back to School Fair for Will
County. We are already thinking ahead to 2012 VBS!

NI

Sunday School Resumes

Fall Sunday School is not that far away. We anticipate having all of our teachers returning for another
successful year. Rally Sunday will be September 11t as we officially begin our 2011-2012 school year.
Registration is required and you will have the opportunity to register your children for Sunday School
online www.minookaumec.com. The registration will go LIVE sometime in August. Watch the church
bulletins/power point for details.

Gail Stewart

CROP Walk Update

Looking ahead! Please join the Minooka UMC, Channahon
UMC, Platteville Lutheran Church, Resurrection Lutheran
Church on

Sunday, October 2nd. At 1:00pm

in the 28th Annual Channooka Area 5k CROP Hunger Walk!
Help make a difference in the lives of those who are in need.
Please contact Andy Vaveris for more information.
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1. Believable Bread Pudding

2. Setouta 13 X9 pan, medium bowl and a hand mixer
3. Inyour kitchen preheat the oven to 350
Set out the following ingredients: 6 T butter, 3 T honey, 10 slices bread, 35 almonds (grated),
3 eggs, 1 T. grape juice, 1 ¥ cups cream, dash of cinnamon and 1 cup berries of your choice.
5. Spread 2 T. of butter and 3 T. honey in baking dish. Butter bread and place in dish with grated
almonds. Mix eggs, grape juice and cream, and pour over bread. Put cinnamon on top.
6. Letitstand for an hour before baking
7. Bake for 45 minutes

8. Serve plain, or with berries and/or cream.

We as Christians can learn a lot from recipes. Everything is right there to be successful and to achieve
fulfillment. When the recipe is complete, you like to share it with others. Let’s take a look at each step
of this recipe.

1. Tells us our end results and sounds good (eternal life with God).

Gives us a place to achieve the goal (Church, community, home, the world).

Tells us the tools we need ( your hearts, voices, hands, bible, prayers).

Our church family are the ingredients because we need all of them for a recipe to work.
Following Jesus and His directions is the Christian way of life.

Don’t rush. Take time to rest in the wonder of His creation.

Reminds us that we have only so much time. Use it wisely and enjoy.

® N o W

Tells us to serve and gives us options. Try talking to someone new, volunteer, join a Bible study.

How ever you want to do it, DO IT!! Don'’t let the “Recipe of Christian Life” go to waste. Just like some
recipes they look hard at first, or maybe don’t come out the greatest the first time you try them. Then
tweak them a little and challenge yourself. Remember the end goal will be amazing.

God bless, Kim Nave, Lay Leader
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Marlin Hartman was presented the “Katherine B. Greene” Child Worker Award at Annual

Conference back on June 9th, from the United Voices for Children. This award was presented to
him at a breakfast at 7 am in the morning. The award was then presented again by Bishop Hee-

Soo Jung to the church at Annual Conference on Friday afternoon. Please see the write up below on
Marlin. Bits and pieces of 3 letters of recommendation were used to put this together.

As youth grow into their own journeys of faith and discipleship, they need a safe place where they
are encouraged to articulate, challenge, struggle with, and celebrate the work of God in their lives
and in lives of others in the world. Marlin Hartman creates such a place as he engages with the
youth at Minooka United Methodist Church. For the past eleven years, Marlin has served not only
as the enthusiastic teacher of the Senior High Youth in Minooka, but also the energetic leader of the
Senior High Appalachian Service Project (ASP) mission trips to Kentucky. His class topics are
current, varied, and encouraged thoughtful responses as well as a questioning attitude to foster an
environment of trust and respect. The youth in his care are encouraged to become leaders, who in
turn are prepared to discuss and live out issues of charity and justice as they enter adulthood.
Marlin spends many, many hours in the coordination and attending the countless details which
ensures a safe and fun ASP trip for all, with never a thought of personal recognition. He teaches
joyful servant hood by quiet example as he volunteers at the church’s annual Lenten fish fries,
Spring Brunch, and plant sales and empowers the youth to become involved in serving meals,
cleaning up after the meals, and potting plants for the ASP trip fund raiser. Marlin also serves the
community as a volunteer fireman, and is always looking for ways to educate the youth in his
community. All of these small and large kind acts make his corner of the world a bit better for all
of God’s children.

Taylor Hartman received a $500 scholarship from the Board of Higher Education & Campus
Ministry . This also was presented at Annual Conference on Friday afternoon. Letter’s of
recommendation were sent by 3 references on Taylor’s behalf recognizing all her ministries to
Minooka UMC and missions. Thank you for your help and vote of confidence.

NeW Membel‘S ~ Sunday, June 19th we welcomed 4 new members to our church

family. Powell and Tammie Patterson, Bonnie Moss and Helen Herne. Fellowship was served in
the Crook Fellowship Hall in their honor. Please take a few minutes to get to know and welcome
our new members.




0 I O N N W= e

10
11
11
13
15
16
17
19
20
21
21
21
22
25
26
26
26
26
27
28
30

BIRTHDAYS

Claude Crawshaw
William Dasbach
Zach Davis
Maddy Vercelli
Harry Casagrande
Pearl Lindley
Maria Larabee

Karna Nave

Jessamyn Ehteshami-

Afshar
Jerry Loch
Evan Satorius
Kristal Spencer
Jim Daly
Jack Miller
Gayle Murley
Paul Froidcoeur
Jack Cobb
Karen Dorick
Tom McCoy
Larry Larson
Luke Vercelli
Cadon Casagrande
Calvin Sabo
Adam Satorius
Bettie Noble
Susan Cailteux
Liz Figge
Colin Hiser
Wendy Tredennick
Naomi VanDolson
Marge Devore
Dale Lockwood

Robin Johnston

&
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Anniversaries

Jake & Andrea Vercelli
Troy & Jill Gass

7
i 7  Gary & Cindy Gossen

11  Donald & Mary Claybaugh

AN 15 William & Julie Dasbach

W 16 Dave & Gayle Murley
29 Frank & Joy Hathcock

Annmwversaries

Updating email addresses!

The church office is updating email
addresses. I have a master list of emails
that I send announcements out from
time to time to. Recently I have been
getting some emails back
“undeliverable”. Please send me your
current email address and if you have
not been receiving these emails and
would like to be on this email list to
receive up-to-date current
announcements from MUMC, please
email me at mumc2322@aol.com.

Thanks for your help :)

Adrienne Hartman
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The Mustard Seed is
published monthly for the
Minooka United Methodist
Church. Submissions for
the September 2011 issue
must be turned in to the
office by Wednesday,
August 10th. E-mail is
preferred, but not
required. Please direct any
questions to Adrienne
Hartman, editor.

mumc?2322(@aol.com




Minooka United
Methodist Church

205 W. Church Street
Minooka, IL 60447
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Phone: 815-467-2322
Fax: 815-467-8210

Or Current Resident

Visit us at
www.minookaumc.com

Open hearts. Open minds, Open doars,
4| The people of The United Methodist Church®
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